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The Mentor

What is a Mentor?

The mentor or tutor is someone who qualified to work with grammatical intricacies, syntactical issues,
and advanced, formal vocabulary. The mentor holds individual 30-minute meetings with each student
enrolled in a half-course and two such meetings with students enrolled in a full course.

Format of a Tutorial Session

Beginning with a review of the homework that the student has prepared to hand in at the meeting,
the mentor works with the student on the areas of the weekly assignment that the student found
confusing. Unlike a traditional classroom-based lesson, the mentor does not decide what s/he wants
to teach but rather responds to what the student identifies as problem areas in the week’s lesson or
to what appears as a problem in the student's homework and work during the session. The mentor
has thoroughly prepared the lesson, so s/he can perform spot drills to test the student’s knowledge
and retention from week to week. The language of interaction during this meeting should be a mix of
the target language and English.

Homework Correction and Reports

The mentor retains the student’s homework, corrects it and hands it back at the next individual
meeting after having scanned it into the student’s homework portfolio, which is housed by the
coordinating body. The mentor also meets with the program staff on a weekly basis to discuss the
progress of the students and to alert the staff to any individual issues that many have developed
among the students. Because the mentor is often a young teacher, this interaction is imperative

Best Practices and Tips for Mentors Conducting Individual Tutorials

Five College Center for World Languages
79 South Pleasant St, Suite 100
Amherst College, AC Box 2264
Amherst, MA 01002
USA
FCCWL website
p: 413-542-5264
e: fclang@fivecolleges.edu

 

https://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu
https://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/
https://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/how_to
https://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/node/33218
https://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/best_practices_tutorial
https://www.fivecolleges.edu/fclang
mailto:fclang@fivecolleges.edu
https://www.facebook.com/FCCWL
https://www.youtube.com/user/FCLangMedia?feature=creators_cornier-%2F%2Fs.ytimg.com%2Fyt%2Fimg%2Fcreators_corner%2FYouTube%2Fyoutube_32x32.png
https://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/


© Five Colleges, Incorporated

Staff login

https://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/user/login
https://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/

