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Essential Preparation

1. Go through the student study guide carefully, all materials assigned, and the instructions on this sheet.  Remember to confine yourself to using the vocabulary and grammar structures that students are learning.  Body language, gestures, and drawing are sometimes helpful in communicating words and ideas that students do not yet know how to say in Pashto.

2. Go through this conversation guide carefully and prepare yourself for each exercise.  Prepare all necessary materials as needed.

3. Remember to give instructions and responses in simple Pashto.  Practice this ahead of time.  Remember to train yourself to use a common set of instructions and responses.  You can gradually add more complicated instructions and responses as the semester progresses.

4. Create a set of identity cards for students to use in Part B.

5. Create a dialogue situation for students to act out in Part B based on what they have been studying about the Pashto language.

6. Create an exercise for Part C on stress and pronunciation of words that are spelled the same but have stress on different letters.

7. Create a set of questions that require either an affirmative or negative response for Part A.

8. Create an oral drill for auxiliary verbs and pronouns.

9. Choose 10 vocabulary words from Lesson Three for Part A.

10. Remember to set up the classroom so that students will be sitting in a circle.

Lesson Plan: Remind students at the beginning of the session that there will be 10 minutes at the end of the session in which they can ask you questions in English.  Ask them to please keep their questions in English for the end and to focus, instead, on speaking in Pashto during the session.  After you explain this in English, try to stick to Pashto or body language or illustrations throughout the session.

Move from student to student, but give students plenty of time to think and response before helping them along.  The group should be in a circle of chairs or around a table.  Remember to use simple Pashto and only Pashto when speaking with students during the session.

Part A: Whole group together (10-15 minutes)

Greetings and how are you?

Greet the group as a whole as well as individually.  Allow time for everyone to get settled and inquire after each other on how they are doing today.  After everyone has had the opportunity to greet the group, review some of the basic phrases and expressions students have been learning.  Try to encourage an authentic conversation and encourage students to use what they know in Pashto.  Ask students the questions you prepared which require either an affirmative or negative response.  Encourage them to answer you in full sentences.

Vocabulary Drill

Write the ten vocabulary words you selected from Lesson Three on the blackboard.  Tell students to look at the words, make sure they recognize them and then ask each student to tell you a sentence using one of the vocabulary words.  Make sure everyone has the opportunity to say 1-2 sentences.  These sentences can be simple but they should show that the student understands how the word is used in the appropriate context.

Part B: Students work in pairs for dialogue practice (15-20 minutes)

Scenario I: Ask students to reenact a dialogue between two students meeting for the first time at a university orientation seminar.  The students should introduce each other, talk about where they are from, what they study, etc.  Have students also practice the correct goodbye and farewell customs. Have students switch roles and partners.

Scenario II: Ask students to reenact a dialogue between an academic advisor (professor) and a student.  The academic advisor wants to know what the student is studying and where the student is from.  Have students switch roles and partners.
Scenario III: Have students act out the dialogue situation you prepared for today’s session.

Part C: Whole group together (10-15 minutes)

Activity 1: Complete oral drill that you prepared for auxiliary verbs and pronouns.

Activity 2: Have each student share with the group the 4 sentences s/he prepared for this week’s assignments using  vocabulary words from p. 85.

Activity 3: Complete activity you prepared on stress and pronunciation of words spelled the same.

Give the students a chance to ask questions in English during the last 5-10 minutes.  This is a good time to discuss cultural issues that came up during the session.  Use this time so that students may ask pronunciation questions, alphabet questions, and conjugation questions.  End the session on a positive note.  Practice appropriate parting/goodbye/see you again phrases.
