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How these guides work:

These guides are meant to help you prepare for the conversation session’s weekly meeting.  They are divided into 4 parts: Essential Preparation, Part A, Part B, and Part C.

Essential Preparation:

Always read the guidelines in Essential Preparation.  These guidelines include important reminders and necessary preparations for the current week’s session.  

Part A

Part A is 10-15 minutes long. It acts as a warm-up for students and involves practicing greetings and getting used to speaking in Yoruba before jumping into dialogue practice and extended group work.  

Part B

This section of the guide is for dialogue practice in pairs.  Students will reenact the given scenarios based on work they did for their study guides.  Always encourage students to act out the scenarios by getting out of their chairs and role playing.  Walk around the room while each pair practices. 

Part C

This section of the guide brings the group back together for 15-20 minutes.  These exercises sometimes involve cultural discussion, sharing of work completed for the study guides, and doing class activities in the book together.  Sometimes reading comprehension questions are answered as a group.  In the the Essential Preparation section you will sometimes be asked to bring in supplementary materials to accompany Part C.  This is an opportunity for you to bring in multimedia activities such as songs or video clips that you think will enhance the students’ cultural knowledge of the language they are learning.
Essential Preparation:

 It is very important that you consistently use the L2 (second language) in the classroom in order to encourage the students to use it. On the first day, speak slowly and introduce yourself clearly and slowly using hand gestures to point to yourself and communicate your introduction.  If you use English too often, students will also refer to English instead of what they currently know in the L2.  Only use English during the last 5-10 minutes of class for grammar structure/vocabulary clarifications.

1. Go through the study guide carefully, all materials assigned, and the instructions on this sheet.  You need to confine yourself to using the vocabulary and grammar structures that the students are learning.  This is one of the hardest parts of teaching beginning students.  You need to practice speaking using the vocabulary they are familiar with.  Body language, gestures, and drawings are sometimes helpful in communicating words and ideas that students do not yet know how to say in Pashto.

2. Go through this conversation guide carefully and prepare yourself for each exercise.  Prepare necessary materials and exercises as needed.

3. Prepare to give instructions and responses to students in simple Pashto.  You need to think about this and practice ahead of time.  Remember to train yourself to use a common set of instructions and responses.  You can gradually add more complicated instructions and responses as the semester progresses.

4. Prepare a set of flashcards for the Pashto alphabet.  Write each letter, in the Pashto script, on an index card for an alphabet drill in Part A.

5. Be prepared to work on pronunciation and basic greetings with students.  For most students, the alphabet will be completely new to them, therefore give plenty of time to practice pronunciation and recognition of Pashto letters.

6. Write on the blackboard some useful classroom phrases (in both the script and transcription w/ an English translation).  For example, “How do I say______in Pashto?” “Excuse me,” “Could you please repeat,” etc.  Avoid saying the English translation, instead just point at the phrases and have students repeat after you.

7. Set up the classroom so that students will be sitting in a circle.  Try and use one of the classroom’s students’ chairs rather than the teacher’s desk in order to create a more informal and conversation-focused setting.  Sit with the group in order to engage with them.  Throughout the session, you will want to encourage students to stand up and move around when reenacting different scenarios in order to create a more authentic context.
8. There will often be long moments of silence after you ask a question.  Do not worry about filling in this silence with noise.  Allow students to think of their responses and encourage them to respond in Pashto.  Emphasize their practice in the language and void spending most of time talking.
Lesson Plan: Tell students at beginning of session that there will be 10 minutes at the end of the session in which they can ask you questions in English. Ask them to please keep their questions in English for the end and to focus, instead, on speaking in Pashto during the session.  After you explain this in English, try to stick to Pashto or body language or illustrations throughout the session.

Move from student to student, but give students plenty of time to think and respond before helping them along.  The group should be in a circle of chairs or around a table.  Remember to use simple Pashto and only Pashto when speaking with students during the session.

Part A: Whole group together (10-15 minutes)

Greetings and how are you?

Greet the students as a group as well as individually using the phrases they have learned in Lesson 1, “Getting Started.”  Once everyone has arrived, introduce yourself by saying your name slowly and asking each member of the group to say their name.  Remember to encourage students to feel comfortable speaking Pashto and avoid a “formal” classroom setting.  Remember to speak slowly and pronounce your words with care.  
Alphabet Drill

Using the flashcards you have prepared, drill the students on the letters of the alphabet.  Show the students each flashcard and ask them for the letter’s name and its pronunciation.

Part B: Students work in pairs for dialogue practice (15-20 minutes)

When you have students complete the dialogue practice, have them stand up and act out a greeting rather than simply sit in their chairs.  This will help create a more authentic context rather than a classroom atmosphere.  Additionally, if there is a custom typically done when greeting someone (i.e. in Italy friends kiss each other on each cheek or in America hands are shaken) use this time to show students the appropriate cultural practices and have students practice them in the correct formal and informal contexts.  Ask students to act out their dialogues while you walk around and see how everyone is doing.

Scenario I: Have students, in pairs, complete exercise 10 on p.8 in Pashto An Elementary Textbook (PE).  

Scenario II: Ask students to complete exercise 2, in pairs, on p.3 in PE.

Scenario III: Ask students, in pairs, to complete exercise 3 on p.3 in PE.

Part C: Whole group together (15-20 minutes)

Activity 1: As a group, complete exercise 9 on p.8 in PE.

Activity 2: Go over the basic/useful classroom expressions you wrote on the board for students.  Since the English translations are already on the board, avoid using the English.  Instead, point to the expression, say it, and ask students to repeat it after you.  They will understand its meaning by reading the English translation to themselves.  

Give the students a chance to ask questions in English during the last 5-10 minutes.  This is a good time to discuss cultural issues that came up during the session.  Use this time so that students may ask pronunciation questions, alphabet questions, and conjugation questions.  End the session on a positive note.  Practice appropriate parting/goodbye/see you again phrases.
