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Course Goals


-elementary conversation skills in Moroccan Arabic with an emphasis on common everyday situations

-development of intermediate level listening comprehension skills in Moroccan Arabic dialect

-development of conscious awareness of when colloquial language is being used and when standard Arabic is used

Course Requirements

1) independent study based on the assigned texts and multimedia materials listed below;

2) twelve weekly 1.5 hr conversation sessions led by a native-speaking conversation partner;

3) weekly homework preparation following the syllabus and study guides;

4) weekly vocabulary quiz;

5) weekly self assessments;

6) a final oral evaluation given by a professor who is a specialist in the language being studied.

Prerequisite: The prerequisite for Moroccan I is Elementary Arabic (1 full year of classroom Arabic, Mentored Arabic I-IV, or the equivalent in another format) including elementary facility in speaking and comprehending Formal Spoken Arabic.  Students with limited speaking skills should take Formal Spoken Arabic A and/or B before learning a colloquial form of Arabic. This course assumes students can already carry on basic conversations in Formal Spoken Arabic. 

Grading

10% attendance and participation in all tutorials and conversation sessions, plus on-time submission of self-assessment reports
10% completion of weekly study guides assignments as evidenced by prepared participation in session activities and prepared answers to study guide discussion questions
10% vocabulary quizzes
70% final oral evaluation
Course Materials: All course materials will be provided on a CD. 

· Syllabus with detailed weekly assignments and oral exercises

· Peace Corps Manual: “Moroccan Arabic: A Competency Based Curriculum, Beginning and Intermediate Students” 

· Audio samples

· Audio dialogues with accompanying transcripts and translations

· Listen and Respond prompts
Semester Assignments: Students are responsible for mastering all the assigned materials listed in the course plan.  The weekly assignments listed below represent a standard pace for completing the semester’s work.  Conversation sections will normally follow this standard pace. Students who find themselves unable to keep up with this pace should seriously evaluate their continuation in the program in consultation with the program director, the add/drop policies of their home campus, and the program’s special drop deadline of the end of the sixth week of the semester. Students who progress more quickly and find themselves ready to move beyond these materials should contact the program to discuss further options. 

Instructions: Complete the following tasks as specified in the week’s assignment prior to the weekly conversation session.
Moroccan Arabic: 

· Read the lessons, cultural information, vocabulary, phrases, and dialogues in the assigned pages. 

· As you read, listen to the audio samples of dialogues, vocabulary, and phrases. 

· Use the study techniques unique to you to grasp and retain the material and be able to use it orally. 
Dialogues (dialogues are read by a single speaker): 

· Listen to the dialogues to grasp the gist of the interactions. 

· Listen to the dialogues repeatedly until you understand the meaning of each line, although you may not know some phrases and words. Draw on your knowledge of Modern Standard Arabic initially, and later draw on the Moroccan you have learned and been exposed to, to understand the dialogue. Draw on the context to guess the meaning of unfamiliar phrases and words. 

· Consult the transcript to clearly understand the entire dialogue. You may consult the English translation as necessary. 

· Finally, play the dialogue through, pausing the recording after each line while you repeat it aloud. You should do this twice for the entire dialogue. Retain the meaning of the sentence as you speak it. Work on matching the accent and inflection of the speakers. 

Listen & Respond: 


The Listen & Respond exercises are intended to give you the opportunity to use the new vocabulary, phrases, and grammatical rules spontaneously. You will hear a series of statements or questions or idiomatic phrases which call for a response involving material in the week’s assignment. Your goal is to respond using what you have learned: vocabulary, idiomatic phrases, and grammar rules. You will hear a student respond to the first one or two prompts in each exercise. This provides an example of how to respond to one of the types of prompts in that exercise using material from the week’s assignment. 

Oral Exercises: 


The oral exercises are designed to give you practice mastering the new material from the week’s assignment. Complete all of them as written. You should not only have memorized the week’s material by the time you have completed the exercises (phrases, grammatical rules, vocabulary), but you should be able to use the material spontaneously in the indicated scenarios under the pressure of real-life situations. 

Assignment 1: “Initial Encounters”
Moroccan Arabic, “Personal Information: Greeting and Introducing Yourself,” pp. 25-31
LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 1: Listen and repeat or respond 
· Audio Samples 

· Initial Encounter Dialogue 1

· Listen and Respond 1
Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 
· Greeting: Practice five different scenarios of greeting another person and asking each other how you are.

· Introduction: Practice five different scenarios of meeting another person and introducing yourselves to each other. 

· Possessive: You are taking a young sibling through your family home, pointing out which things are yours, his or hers, or another family member’s. 

· Interrogation: Devise and practice five different scenarios involving the five interrogative pronouns. 
Assignment 2: “Personal Background”
Moroccan Arabic, “Personal Information: Asking and Responding to Personal Questions,” pp. 32-39

LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 2: Listen and repeat or respond

· Audio Samples 

· Personal Background Dialogue 2
· Listen and Respond 2
Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 

· Place of Origin: Practice five different scenarios of exchanging information with another person about where you are from and what your nationality is. 

· Personal Information: Practice five different scenarios of exchanging personal information with another person, including your occupation, religion, and family status. 

· Demonstrative Pronouns: Devise and practice five different role plays involving questions and answers involving demonstrative pronouns.
· Demonstrative Pronouns: You are a guest in a new country and are asking your host about what there is or is not in the locale. 
Assignment 3: “Numerals and Time”
Moroccan Arabic, “Numerals”, pp. 40-44
LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 3: Listen and repeat or respond

· Audio Samples 

· Daily Schedule Dialogue 3
· Listen and Respond 3  

Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 

· Cardinals and Duals: Devise and practice two different scenarios (description or dialogue) involving cardinal numbers, nouns modified by numbers, and dual nouns.  
· Hundreds and Thousands: Devise and practice two different scenarios (description or dialogue) involving numbers in the hundreds and thousands and nouns modified by these numbers.
· Ordinals and Fractions: Practice two different shopping scenarios using ordinals and fractions. Ex.: Window shopping and pointing out to your companion which item interests you (fourth from the end, etc.); shopping for items which you want in fractions of pounds or kilos. 
· Time of the clock: Practice two different scenarios of asking and telling another person about your daily schedule using specific times. 

Assignment 4: “Making Purchases”
Moroccan Arabic, “Getting Started Shopping”, pp. 45-49 & “Getting Started: Traveling”, p. 50

LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 4: Listen and repeat or respond

· Audio Samples

· Making a Purchase Dialogue 4
· Listen and Respond 4
Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 

· Selecting a purchase: Practice two different scenarios of asking about prices and choosing a between products, or finding a substitute product. 

· Making change: Practice five different scenarios in which you are both buyer and seller, allowing you to ask the price, name the amount paid, and name the amount of change. 

· Time phrases: Devise and practice two dialogues and two descriptions involving time phrases, days of the week, and months of the year.
· Purchasing a ticket: Practice two different scenarios of buying a train ticket, asking for schedule and price information, etc. 

Assignment 5: “Talking About Experiences”
Moroccan Arabic, “Personal Activities: Talking About Personal and Professional Experiences,” pp. 51-55 & “Personal Activities: Talking About Your (Life) Experiences,” pp. 56-60
LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 5: Listen and repeat or respond

· Audio Samples

· Past Experiences Dialogue 5

· Listen and Respond 5
Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 

· Personal experience: Practice a scenario of asking and telling about what you did yesterday. Make sure to practice irregular verbs. 

· Personal experience: Practice a scenario in which you and someone else ask and then take turns relating the most important experience of your senior year of high school. Make sure to practice irregular verbs. 

· Professional experience: Practice the scenario of a job interview. As always, take both roles in the scenario. 
· Professional experience: Describe your favorite working experience, real or imagined. 

· Basic negation: Devise and practice a role play involving negating past tense verbs. 

· Negative imperative: Practice a scenario in which you are admonishing your child in preparation for him or her staying away from home. Use the negative imperative to tell him/her what he/she should or should not do. 
· Additional negative forms & Categorical negatives: Practice a scenario in which you and someone else are asking each other about and comparing things you’ve never done using a range of types of negative expressions. 
Assignment 6: “Family”
Moroccan Arabic, “Family: Describing One’s Family,” pp. 61-69
· Write responses in Moroccan to the questions on p. 62

LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 6: Listen and repeat or respond

· Audio Samples

· Describing One’s Family Dialogue 6
· Listen and Respond 6
Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 

· Describing one’s family: Practice two different scenarios of asking and telling about your family. 

· Present tense verbs: Practice a scenario of asking and telling about what your family members are currently doing (either in their lives, or in a present situation, such as a party or a Saturday afternoon).

· Negation: Devise and practice two role plays involving negative present tense verbs. 
Assignment 7: “Travel Planning”
Moroccan Arabic, “Travel: Making Plans,” pp. 70-75 

LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 7: Listen and repeat 

· Audio Samples

· Taxi Dialogue 7
Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 

· Planning a future trip: Practice two different scenarios of planning a trip together with someone else. Use the two future tenses you have learned. 

· Taking a taxi: Practice two different scenarios of taking a taxi. As always, take both roles in the scenario.

· Taking a bus: Practice two different scenarios of getting on a city bus and getting off at the right stop, taking both the role of the passenger and of the driver.

· Future: Describe a dream trip. 
Assignment 8: “Buses and Trains”
Moroccan Arabic, “Travel: Making Plans,” pp. 76-79 

LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 8: Listen and repeat or respond

· Audio Samples

· Train Dialogue 8
· Listen and Respond 8
Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 

· Taking a bus: Practice two different scenarios of asking and giving information about city buses.
· Taking a train: Practice two scenarios of buying a train ticket, boarding a train, and finding a seat. As always, take all roles.
· Planning: Describe in detail the days, times, destinations, and general activities of a trip you will take. 
· Imperfect: Devise two role plays using the imperfect. 
Assignment 9: “Skills and Hobbies”
Moroccan Arabic, “Learning Strategies: Expressing Confusion, Asking for Clarification, Definition, or Explanation,” pp. 80-82 

LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 9: Listen and repeat or respond

· Audio Samples

· Hobbies Dialogue 9
· Listen and Respond 9
Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 

· Asking for clarification: Practice four different scenarios in which you use the phrases you have learned to ask for clarification, definition, or explanation. 
· Is it possible?: You are meeting with your advisor and want to ask about different options for courses and activities for the semester. As always, take both roles in the scenario. 

· Was able to: You have just come home from running errands for your parent and he/she is asking you which errands you were able to accomplish (who you got to speak to, what you were able to buy, etc.). As always, take both roles in the scenario. 
· Skills and hobbies: Practice two different scenarios of asking and telling about skills and hobbies. 

Assignment 10: “Directions”
Moroccan Arabic, “Directions: Locating People, Places, Things, and Giving Directions,” pp. 83-87 

LangMedia: Moroccan Audio Materials: Unit 10: Listen and repeat or respond

· Audio Samples

· Asking Directions Dialogue 10
· Listen and Respond 10
Oral exercises: Find and learn the supplemental vocabulary you need for the exercises in your dictionary. 

· Asking directions: Practice four different scenarios of asking for and giving directions. 
· Interrogatives: A person is visiting a town for the first time and stops someone on the street to ask about where to find different establishments in the town. In turn, the local wants to ask the visitor about him/herself and his/her trip. As always, take both roles in the scenario. 

· Interrogatives: Devise and practice two scenarios involving interrogatives. 
Final Conversation Session: Review for Final Oral Evaluation
