Video Guide for “Greeting and Asking About the University”

First, work on the video “ pl_greeting_askingaboutuniversity”.

Now, you can easily follow the conversation between the two persons. Try to pause and repeat what they are saying. 

•How do the man and the woman ask each other “How are you?” 

 If you wanted to ask someone about a man or a woman you know “How is she/he?”,  

 what would you say?

 Do you know any other expressions for “how are you?” in colloquial? 

 Notice that at the end of the video, the man asks again “How are you?” using the first 
 person plural, what does he say? 

(*The first person plural can be used to address people of a hire rank: a student addressing a professor, addressing the president. (This use corresponds to the French use of “vous”) In most cases, however, Arabic uses the polite form “hadirtak(m) / hadirtek(f)/” instead of the first person plural. 
* In this video, the situation is friendly and informal, therefore when the man asks the woman “How are you” in the first person plural, he is most likely referring to her family as well.)
•While exchanging pleasantries, what do the man and the woman ask each other about? 
  How do they reply?

• How do you ask about health?
 (*Remember that there are two ways of asking:

How is the health?- the form used to address all persons. Remember also to swallow the definite article and to dubble the “S” sound! Speak as an Arab!!
 How is your health?- In this form drop the definite article and attach the required possessive pronoun! )
Now, how do you ask a man “how is your health?” And a woman? And a group of people? (The different forms of “how are you” (literary translated as: “What’s your news?”) that the two persons use will help you!) 
•The Woman asks the man about school. What does she say? How does the man reply?
(*The use of the word “God”, is very common in every day speech. Here its use corresponds to the interjection “Well”.)
( *While in English language the term “school” refers to different academic institutions including university and college, in Arabic language the word school refers only to the period of studying before college or university (Preparatry school, secondary school..ect). Therefore, in this video, the man should be a school-student.)
Now!
 How do you ask someone about university/ college? About school? About studying?
 Practice asking about school using the two different ways: “How is the school?” and

 “How is your (m,f,pl) school?”

•The woman ivites the man to sit down. What does she say? 

 He says “Thank you!”, what does he say?

 Do you know any other ways of saying “Thank you” in colloquial? 

Finally!
•You see a female friend, how do you ask her “How are you?”

•She asks you about your health, what do you reply? Now ask her about her health. •Remember, this is part of exchanging pleasantries in Arab World!

•Ask your friend about school/ university/ studying. Now she is asking you about 

  studying, what do you reply? 

Imagine that you are in Syria, and you suddenly bumped into one of your Arab friends! Make short polite conversation with him/her, asking and answering about health, studying, the relatives… 
