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Theme 5: Life Stories: Personal Stories
Study Goals:

· Understanding of LTET Lesson 21 (p. 135-140)

· Familiarity with the CultureTalk Turkey videos:

Life Stories: Personal Stories

· From Trabzon to Istanbul

· Chatting about the Past

· Military Duty in 1948 

· Memorization and active use of new vocabulary from this week’s CultureTalk videos

· Memorization and active use of new vocabulary from LTET Lesson 21 (p. 135-140)
· Familiarity with and comfortable use of the passive voice

· Learning to express agency with taraf
· Ability to form causative verbs using -t/dV4r, -t and -V4r
· Understanding how to form reflexive and mutual verbs

· Ability to discuss people’s life stories, and how they tie in with Turkey’s recent history
Materials:

· Thomas and Itzkowitz, Elementary Turkish (LTET) Lesson 21 (p. 135-140)
Multimedia Materials: 

CultureTalk Turkey http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/culturetalk/turkey     
Life Stories: Personal Stories
· From Trabzon to Istanbul

· Chatting about the Past

· Military Duty in 1948 
Getting Started:

· Read through LTET Lesson 21 (p. 135-140).  Read all bolded Turkish words and phrases aloud.

· Memorize all new vocabulary from Lesson 21.  Watch the video From Trabzon to Istanbul on CultureTalk Turkey.  
Assignments for Independent Study

· Read aloud and practice the 10 example sentences at the beginning of Lesson 21 (p. 135)
· Study section 1. Passive verbs.  Learn how to form and use the positive and negative forms of the passive tense.  Note how Turkish passives can be used in contexts that would not be natural in English.  

· Study section 2. The agent.  Learn how to express agency with taraf and the suffix –ç/cV2
· Study section 3. Causative verbs.  Memorize the causative suffixes, and read the italicized examples aloud.  

· Read sections 4 and 5 (p. 138-9) and learn how to form reflexive and mutual verbs.

· For all new vocabulary: 

· Make Flashcards and review the vocabulary repeatedly.

· Make sure you can translate the words from English to Turkish and vice versa.

· Practice saying each word aloud in a sentence. 

· Following the directions below (the same as in preceding weeks), study each of this week’s  Related Videos on CultureTalk.

Working with the CultureTalk videos:

· First, watch the video through at least twice.  Listen carefully and try your hardest to understand at least the sense of what is being said.  Use visual and tonal clues, and listen for words you recognize.    

· Read the Turkish transcript.  Pay particular attention to words and endings you couldn’t quite catch.  Do you feel a little more comfortable with the structures now?  You could look up a few words now, to aid your understanding.  Read the Turkish transcript a second time, and watch the video again.

· Finally, read the English transcript, and watch the video once more.

· Print out or download the Turkish transcripts of this week’s CultureTalk videos.  Go over them carefully, making sure you understand all vocabulary and grammar.  Underline words and phrases you do not understand.  Look up the vocabulary.  Is any of the grammar unclear to you?  Be sure to bring up any points of confusion at your tutorial.

Remember to make flashcards of all unfamiliar words and expressions!  Use the Turkish transcription for correct spelling.

Please be sure to give yourself plenty of time to work with the videos; this will enable you to benefit the most from them.  

Conversation Session Preparation Guide

· Be prepared to drill, practice, and perform any of the exercises assigned in the textbook.

· Be prepared to use the new vocabulary and grammar you have learned this week.

· Be prepared to discuss both of this week’s CultureTalk videos.

· Be prepared to participate actively in a discussion of any of this week’s Discussion Questions.

· Be prepared to participate actively in any of this week’s Role-Play Activities.

Discussion Questions: 

· Be prepared to talk about the stories of the people in the videos. In your opinion which life story is the most interesting one? Why? 
· What were you most struck by in each of the videos?  What remarks or information most surprised you?  

· Be prepared to talk about your own life story.  What stories would you tell, if you were the subject of a CultureTalk interview like these?  Where have you spent most of your life?  How is your college life?  What are your plans for the future? 
Weekly Role-play Activities:

· You are interviewing a famous Turkish actor. You will ask about his early life, his recent past, his career, etc. (Students change roles after the first performance):

First student: the interviewer

Second student: the actor

· You are discussing compulsory military service with a friend. Your friend supports it, but you are not convinced.  Both of you attempt to persuade each other by giving reasons. (Students change roles after the first performance):

First student: The student who is against compulsory military service

Second student: The friend who supports compulsory military service

Oral Practice:

To prepare for these Discussion Questions and Role-Play Activities you should:

· Memorize words you will need and practice challenging words or phrases aloud. 

· For the Role-Plays, practice playing both parts (aloud!) in front of a mirror.

· Make yourself ready to actively engage in these conversations by the time of your conversation session.  

Review

·  Go through the flashcards you made for Study Guides you made for Study Guides 11, 12 and 13.  It’s been several weeks now – are you still actively using all of these words?  
· Re-watch the CultureTalk video Family: About my Family: Grandmother’s Role.   Can you still understand it easily?  
· Are you still able to discuss abilities and inabilities?  
· At this stage, you should be able to use the suffix –dIk to make statements in indirect discourse with ease.  Can you still do this?  If you have any hesitation, take a few minutes to go back and re-read Lesson 16, section 4. Indirect discourse (p. 107). 
Homework to Hand in at the Tutorial

· It’s Good For You!  What did your parents and teachers use to t you do when you were a child?  Write a long paragraph (15-20 sentences).  Use causative verbs, passives, and taraf. 

· Using the new vocabulary and grammar you have learned this week, write a dialogue between two friends, one of whose brother has been called for compulsory military service.  This dialogue should be at least 15 lines long.  Be prepared to act it out!
· For two verbs, write 4 sentences using the verb in its ‘bare,’ reflexive or mutual, causative and passive forms.  (Ex.: giymek, giyinmek, giyindirmek, giyindirilmek)

· Write out Lesson 21, Exercises A and B.
Self-Assessment 
· I have studied and can now comfortably understand this week’s 3 related CultureTalk videos.

· I have memorized all new vocabulary from this week’s CultureTalk videos.

· I understand and have completed LTET Lesson 21, p. 135-140.

· I have memorized all new vocabulary from LTET Lesson 21.

· I have learned the passive voice.

· I can express agency with taraf.
· I can form causative verbs using -t/dV4r, -t and -V4r.  I have memorized the causative verbs listed in Lesson 21.

· I know how to form reflexive and mutual verbs.

· I can discuss people’s life stories, and how they tie in with Turkey’s recent history.  I can discuss military service.
· I am prepared to go on to the next study guide. 

· I am ready to submit my self-assessment report. 
