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Theme 3: Family: Family Structures

Study Goals:

· Understanding of Lewis and Itzkowitz’ Elementary Turkish (LTET) Lesson 14 (p. 93-98)

· Familiarity with the CultureTalk Turkey videos:
Family: Family Structures
· Nuclear Families and Extended Families

· Comparing Families
· Strong Family Bonds

· Relatives Have Priority

· Memorization and active use of new vocabulary from this week’s CultureTalk videos

· Memorization and active use of new vocabulary from LTET Lesson 14 (p. 93-98) 

· Understanding and active use of the defective verb ‘to be’

· Understanding and active use of var  and yok 

· Familiarity with and comfortable use of resumptive (‘tag’) questions

· Ability to discuss family members and the importance of family

· Understanding of the role and meaning of ‘family’ and family bonds in modern Turkey

Materials:

· Thomas and Itzkowitz, Elementary Turkish (LTET) Lesson 14 (p. 93-98)
Multimedia Materials: 

CultureTalk Turkey http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/culturetalk/turkey 
Family: Family Structures
· Nuclear Families and Extended Families

· Comparing Families

· Strong Family Bonds

· Relatives Have Priority

Getting Started:

· Read through LTET Lesson 14 (p. 93-98).  Read all bolded Turkish words and phrases aloud.

· Memorize all new vocabulary from Lesson 14.

· Watch the Nuclear Families and Extended Families video on CultureTalk Turkey.  

Assignments for Independent Study:


· Read aloud and practice the 12 example sentences at the beginning of Lesson 14. 
· Practice aloud and memorized the Present and Past positive, negative and interrogative forms of the verb ‘to be’ in section 1 (p.93-6)

Note: the independent forms of the verb ‘to be’ (idim, etc.) are quite old-fashioned, and are not nearly as common as the enclitic forms in modern spoken Turkish.   
· Review Lesson 13, section 2: Var and yok.  Now practice making all the positive statements in bold negative, and all the negative statements positive.
· Study Lesson 13, section 3: The resumptive question  (p. 97).  These are also sometimes known as ‘tag’ questions.

· For all new vocabulary: 

· Make Flashcards and review the vocabulary repeatedly.

· Make sure you can translate the words from English to Turkish and vice versa.

· Practice saying each word aloud in a sentence. 

· Following the directions below, study each of this week’s  Related Videos on CultureTalk.

Working with the CultureTalk videos:

· First, watch the video through at least twice.  Listen carefully and try your hardest to understand at least the sense of what is being said.  Use visual and tonal clues, and listen for words you recognize.    

· Read the Turkish transcript.  Pay particular attention to words and endings you couldn’t quite catch.  Do you feel a little more comfortable with the structures now?  You could look up a few words now, to aid your understanding.  Read the Turkish transcript a second time, and watch the video again.

· Finally, read the English transcript, and watch the video once more.

· Print out or download the Turkish transcripts of this week’s CultureTalk videos.  Go over them carefully, making sure you understand all vocabulary and grammar.  Underline words and phrases you do not understand.  Look up the vocabulary.  Is any of the grammar unclear to you?  Be sure to bring up any points of confusion at your tutorial.

Remember to make flashcards of all unfamiliar words and expressions!  Use the Turkish transcription for correct spelling.

Please be sure to give yourself plenty of time to work with the videos; this will enable you to benefit the most from them.  

Conversation Session Preparation Guide

· Be prepared to drill, practice, and perform any of the exercises assigned in the textbook.

· Be prepared to use the new vocabulary and grammar you have learned this week.

· Be prepared to discuss both of this week’s CultureTalk videos.

· Be prepared to participate actively in a discussion of any of this week’s Discussion Questions.

· Be prepared to participate actively in any of this week’s Role-Play Activities.

Discussion Questions: 

· In your opinion, what are the factors affecting family structures and family bonds in Turkey and America?  Is it possible to describe a “typical” Turkish or American family?
· Based on the videos you watched be prepared to talk about the differences and similarities between the concept of ‘family’ in Turkey and the U.S.   How you think family bonds in American society are typically different from those in Turkish society?  Do Americans feel responsible for the well-being of their relatives in the same way as Turks?  

· What can be the advantages or disadvantages of having strong family bonds? What are the roles of mothers, fathers, siblings and grandparents in American families?  How are they all expected to treat one another?  Do people generally visit their relatives often?  How often do you see your grandparents?  What about your cousins?  Do you live near your extended family?
Weekly Role-play Activities:

· You are delighted to hear that your cousin is expecting a baby. You call her to say congratulations and ask about the gender, health, etc. of the baby. (Students change roles after the first performance):

First student: The student

Second student: The cousin

· Your grandmother has been very sick lately. You go to visit her in her house and ask about her health, what you can do for her, etc. (Students change roles after the first performance):

First student: The student

Second student: The grandmother
· You had a big fight with your brother a week ago. You haven’t spoken to each other since then. Now you realize that you were equally at fault. You call him and tell him that you are sorry about the things you told him, and that you want to make up. (Students change roles after the first performance):

First student: The student

Second student: The brother

Oral Practice:

To prepare for these Discussion Questions and Role-Play Activities you should:

· Memorize words you will need and practice challenging words or phrases aloud. 

· For the Role-Plays, practice playing both parts (aloud!) in front of a mirror.

· Make yourself ready to actively engage in these conversations by the time of your conversation session.  This doesn’t mean you need to know every single word, but you should be well-prepared. 

Homework to Hand in at the Tutorial

· Write a paragraph (at least 15 sentences) describing who constitutes your immediate and extended family, and the roles they play in your life.  Which family members are you closest with?  Who took care of you when you were growing up?
· Write a dialogue between two new acquaintances in which they discuss themselves and their families.  Use the present and past tenses of the verb ‘to be,’ var/yok, and at least 2 resumptive questions.  This dialogue should be at least 15 lines.
· Write a dialogue in which two family members have a big argument.  This dialogue should also be at least 15 lines long.
· Write out Lesson 14, Exercises A and B. 
Self-Assessment

· I have studied and can now comfortably understand this week’s 4 related CultureTalk videos.

· I have memorized all new vocabulary from this week’s CultureTalk videos.

· I understand and have completed LTET Lesson 14 (93-8).

· I have memorized all new vocabulary from LTET Lesson 14.
· I can comfortably form positive and negative statements using the verb ‘to be’ in the Present and the Past.

· I can comfortably ask positive and negative questions using the verb ‘to be’ in the present and the past.  

· I can comfortably use var and yok to express existence and possession.

· I can use değil mi to form resumptive questions.

· I can discuss family members and the importance of family.

· I understand the role and meaning of ‘family’ and family bonds in modern Turkey, as discussed in this week’s CultureTalk videos.
· I am prepared to go on to the next study guide. 

· I am ready to submit my self-assessment report. 
