​​​​Levantine Arabic Study Guide for Assignment 4

Five College Center for the Study of World Languages – Spoken Arabic Courses

Study guide version: August 2014
Unit I – “Welcome to Damascus” Function F
1. Work through all the textbook materials related to Function F. Listen to the audio. Practice repeating after the speakers. Put down your book and try to use the phrases and expressions without looking at your textbook.

2. Practice both new and old vocabulary. Practice making sentences with your vocabulary. Practice using the phrases in making descriptions, asking questions, and making up answers for questions.
Practice Function F:

· Practice the vocabulary on pages 50-52

· Practice asking what time is and giving different versions of the answer. So example “What time is it?” Answer “It is 5:05” or “It is about 5 o’clock”.
· Practice stating specific and approximate times using “about” and “exactly”
· Practice reading the schedule on page 53 out loud until you are comfortable saying the vocabulary and times for the events.
· What is your morning schedule? Starting from the time you wake up, when you take a shower, get dressed, check your email, leave your dorm, eat breakfast etc. List everything you can. 
· Make a schedule for yourself for the weekend.

· Look at your class schedule, state the time each of your classes starts and finishes.
· Practice asking a classmate about her/his schedule. Does s/he work? 
· Using the schedule on page 53, assume that these events take place on other campuses in the Five College Consortium. Practice looking at a bus schedule and deciding which bus you will have to take to get to the classes and events on time. 
Listening Comprehension Practice with CultureTalk Arab Levant

Follow the instructions on your syllabus for listening to a variety of people talking about places they know well.  The aim of this exercise is to hear authentic spoken Levantine Arabic by a variety of speakers and to see what you can pick up based on your knowledge of MSA and a little Levantine. Depending upon your prior experience with Arabic, you may pick up very little or you may pick up a lot. See what you can do. Write down key words or phrases to remember. If you are a novice speaker, learning a word/expression from each video would be a good start. If your MSA is more advanced, try to pick out more phrases and expressions. 

· Practice making very simple descriptive statements about places using vocabulary you learned in Function B and other vocabulary you picked up from the listening comprehension exercsies. 
Some role-plays and descriptions to prepare for conversation session:
· Using the vocabulary in page 50-53, practice out loud asking the schedules of your two new lab partners about their schedules to try and find a time to meet and study. Once you negotiate a time based on all your schedules, be sure to exchange phone numbers so you can call each other if the schedules change. 
· Imagine a friend is coming to visit your while you are studying abroad in Jordan. Make a schedule for you and your guest on his/her visit.
· Once your friend has arrived, describe to him/her what your activity schedule will be. 
· Take your friend on a tour of your campus. Describe your campus and point out places that s/he must be sure to know. 
· Call a friend and explain that you have another friend visiting. Make arrangements to meet that friend at a café. Be sure to tell your visiting friend all about the person s/he is going to meet.  Introduce your two friends to each other.
· Practice making descriptive statements about places and asking questions about places using the adjectives you learned in Function B and in the listening comprehension exercises. 
· Be prepared to ask and answer questions about your favorite places. 
