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Course Assignments

Assignment 1: Get Acquainted Assignment – for discussion in Moroccan Arabic
1. Prepare to introduce yourself in Moroccan Arabic and to tell your conversation partner about your history of learning Arabic and about your future goals for learning Arabic. Also be prepared to tell your conversation partner about your academic major and interests. 
2. Be prepared to ask your conversation partner about her/his academic interests and about what languages s/he speaks fluently and what languages s/he has studied.

3. Be prepared to discuss your study abroad experiences with your conversation partner. Where were you? What did you do? Where did you live? Whom did you get to know? What did you find most rewarding about the experience? What were the challenges?  Do you hope to go abroad again? What do you want to do? 
4. Be prepared to share with your conversation partner and classmates what your favorite online resources are for listening to and exploring Moroccan Arabic. Your conversation partner will share with you some of her/his favorite online resources. 

5. Be prepared to discuss a plan for the next week’s assignments. 

Assignments 2 through 10: 

Weekly Preparation Plan

· The student(s) will choose the topic and video/audio selections for the following week’s discussion and send appropriate links and discussion questions/topics to both the conversation partner and the Center no later than 24 hours after the previous week’s meeting. 
· STUDY FOR COMPREHENSION: Spend preparation time listening to and reading the selections. Expect to work with each selection for an extended period of time – listening or reading multiple times and researching unknown words or expressions. Aim to get the gist of each selection and details when possible.  
· PRACTICE ALOUD: Practice formulating oral answers to the discussion questions. Study where you can talk aloud and give practice answers to the questions. Also, come up with your own questions about the selection and practice asking the questions and practice formulating answers to those questions.  
· REVIEW VOCABULARY: The student should prepare a list of new vocabulary pertaining to the discussion topic and practice integrating the new words into her/his bank of vocabulary so that s/he can use the words properly. The vocabulary list should become part of the week’s study packet. 
· Each conversation session should end with some discussion about what the topic will be for the next week. Students are responsible for choosing the topic and appropriate video/audio sources. Conversation partners may provide suggestions, but students are responsible for making the selection. The program coordinator will provide guidance as necessary. If there is more than one student in the section, the students should work together or make a schedule for trading off making the choices. The topic and video/audio links should be emailed to the conversation partner and the course organizer at the Center (fcmlp2@hfa.umass.edu) within 24 hours of the previous week’s meeting. 
END OF COURSE Final Oral Evaluation: 
The final oral evaluation will consist of a discussion with the evaluator about the listening and reading selections covered during the semester. Students should be prepared to have a discussion with the evaluator about the various topics covered. Students should be prepared to use key vocabulary in the oral evaluation. 
