Levantine Arabic V, VI, VII, and VIII Assignments
(Updated September 2017)
Five College Spoken Arabic Courses
 Program Director: Amy Wordelman    
Course Organizer: Theo Hull
413-542-5264    fcmlp2@hfa.umass.edu

The same format is used for Levantine Arabic V, VI, VII, and VIII. Students who are ready to handle upper-intermediate to advanced conversation in Levantine Arabic will normally start with enrollment in V and then move up a level in each subsequent semester. Conversation groups and topics are selected based on the interests and language skills of enrolled student. Students enrolled in different levels may still be in the same topic group for conversation practice. 
Students will choose the discussion content for the following week and email the discussion topic and appropriate links to both the conversation partner and the course organizer at (fcmlp2@hfa.umass.edu) within 24 hours of the previous week’s meeting.  See more detailed instructions below. 
Course Goals


1) upper-intermediate to advanced conversation skills in Levantine Arabic with an emphasis on developing advanced skills such discussing current events and popular culture, as well as expressing and supporting opinions;
2) advanced listening comprehension skills in Levantine Arabic dialect;
3) awareness of differences in pronunciation and usage among Jordanian, Lebanese, Palestinian, and Syrian speakers.
Course Requirements

1) thorough preparation and active participation in choosing topics and guiding discussion;

2) four to five hours per week of independent study and review following the chosen topics;
3) twelve weekly 1.5 hour conversation sessions led by a native-speaking conversation partner;

4) weekly self- assessments due at the end of each week (no later than 9:00 am the following Monday morning);

5) final oral evaluation given by a professor who is a specialist in the language being studied.

Prerequisite: Completion of Levantine Arabic IV or the equivalent.  
Course Materials

Course materials are chosen by the students in consultation with the conversation partner and the program directors. Most selections are videos from YouTube and other online sources. Students are expected to take an active role in choosing materials and preparing for discussion. 

Grading

10%: Attendance, preparation, and participation in all conversation sessions. Regular attendance is required in order to pass the course. 

10%: On-time submission of weekly self-assessment reports due at the end of each week. We recommend students submit self-assessments immediately following the week’s conversation session. The self-assessments are due at the latest by 9:00 am on the following Monday. 
80%: Final oral evaluation. The final oral evaluation must be passed in order to pass the course

Grading scale:  A (94-100); A- (90-93); B+ (87-89); B (84-86); B- (80-83); C+ (77-79); C (74-76); C- (70-73); D+ (67-69); D (64-66); D- (60-63); F (59 or lower).  

Accommodations

The University of Massachusetts Amherst and the Five College Center for the Study of World Languages are committed to providing an equal educational opportunity for all students.  If you have a documented physical, psychological, or learning disability on file with Disability Services (DS) at UMass or on your home campus, you may be eligible for reasonable academic accommodations to help you succeed in your language course.  If you have a documented disability that requires an accommodation, please notify the program director within the first three weeks of the semester so that appropriate arrangements can be made.

Importance of Communication

Practice communication skills similar to what you would need in a professional work or internship situation:  check e-mail twice per day; read e-mail carefully and respond in a timely manner; contact the office by e-mail or phone about questions or issues; take a proactive approach to solving any problems or issues that come up.  Save fcmlp2@hfa.umass.edu in your address book to help ensure that important messages about your course do not end up in your spam folder.
Academic Honesty Policy

Students must adhere to all University of Massachusetts Amherst and Five College policies regarding professional conduct and ethics, including policies covering non-discrimination, sexual harassment, and academic honesty. University of Massachusetts Amherst Academy Honesty Policy:  Since the integrity of the academic enterprise of any institution of higher education requires honesty in scholarship and research, academic honesty is required of all students at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.  Academic dishonesty is prohibited in all programs of the University.  Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to:  cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, and facilitating dishonesty.  Appropriate sanctions may be imposed on any student who has committed an act of academic dishonesty.
Snow Emergencies and Snow Days

Winter snow emergencies occasionally cause delays and cancellations of Five College bus service, early closings of campuses, or snow days being declared on one or more campuses. Because we do not want any students or conversation partners to get stranded away from their home campus, we will generally postpone conversation sessions if 1) the National Weather Service has issued a warning for severe winter weather for the time period of the sessions; and 2) the students and or conversation partner affected would have to travel to other than their own campus. We will not postpone if the conversation partner and the students involved live on the same campus unless that campus has cancelled classes for the relevant time period. If a snow day has been declared in the morning, tutorials and conversation sessions may still take place late in the late afternoon or evening if the campus is open and the buses are running. Cancellations due to weather will be sent by e-mail. If you have weather related questions, e-mail your course organizer or if the program office is open call 542-5264.  Sessions postponed due to weather will be rescheduled for a later date.
Course Assignments
Assignment 1: Get Acquainted Assignment – for discussion in Levantine Arabic
1. Prepare to introduce yourself in Levantine Arabic and to tell your conversation partner about your history of learning Arabic and about your future goals for learning Arabic. Also be prepared to tell your conversation partner about your academic major and interests. 
2. Be prepared to ask your conversation partner about her/his academic interests and about what languages s/he speaks fluently and what languages s/he has studied.

3. Be prepared to discuss your study abroad experiences with your conversation partner. Where were you? What did you do? Where did you live? Whom did you get to know? What did you find most rewarding about the experience? What were the challenges?  Do you hope to go abroad again? What do you want to do? 
4. Be prepared to share with your conversation partner and classmates what your favorite online resources are for listening to and exploring Levantine Arabic. Your conversation partner will share with you some of her/his favorite online resources. 

5. Be prepared to discuss a plan for the next week’s assignments. 

Assignments 2 through 10: 

Weekly Preparation Plan

· The student(s) will choose the topic and video/audio selections for the following week’s discussion and send appropriate links and discussion questions / topics to both the conversation partner and the Center no later than 24 hours after the previous week’s meeting. 
· STUDY FOR COMPREHENSION: Spend preparation time listening to and reading the selections Expect to work with each selection for an extended period of time - listening or reading multiple times and researching unknown words or expressions. Aim to get the gist of each selection and details when possible.  
· PRACTICE ALOUD: Practice formulating oral answers to the discussion questions. Study where you can talk aloud and give practice answers to the questions. Also, come up with your own questions about the selection and practice asking the questions and practice formulating answers to those questions.  
· REVIEW VOCABULARY: The student should prepare a list of new vocabulary pertaining to the discussion topic and practice integrating the new words into her/his bank of vocabulary so that s/he can use the words properly. The vocabulary list should become part of the week’s study packet. 
· Each conversation session should end with some discussion about what the topic will be for the next week. Students are responsible for choosing the topic and appropriate video/audio sources. Conversation partners may provide suggestions, but students are responsible for making the selection. The program coordinator will provide guidance as necessary. If there is more than one student in the section, the students should work together or make a schedule for trading off making the choices. The topic and video/audio links should be emailed to the conversation partner and the course organizer at the Center (fcmlp2@hfa.umass.edu) within 24-hours of the previous week’s meeting. 
END OF COURSE Final Oral Evaluation: 
The final oral evaluation will consist of a discussion with the evaluator about the listening and reading selections covered during the semester. Students should be prepared to have a discussion with the evaluator about the various topics covered. Students should be prepared to use key vocabulary in the oral evaluation. 
