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"A Plantains Vendor"

Twi transcript:
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English translation:
"Buyer: Good morning Auntie.
Seller: Yes Mister. Come.
Buyer: How much is the plaintain? [1]
Seller: Please five are two thousand; 'apem' is also two thousand. [2] Some are gathered in twos and threes, those are also two. The ripe plantain is also six for four thousand; some are seven in a bunch.
Buyer: And won’t you reduce it a little?
Seller: No, please.
Buyer: Why not? Right now plantains are in season you know.
Seller: It is because plantains are in season that is why you are getting them in bunches of five at two thousand. In a little while, at a time when it is expensive, you will have to buy five for four thousand.
Buyer: Then in Accra it is going to be so ridiculously expensive that we cannot afford it.
Seller: You won’t be able to afford it?
Buyer: Well even in Kumasi plantains are this expensive
Seller: Well, it gets to a time when plantains are expensive and there are times when it is in season and because they are in season you can get them for five for two. You see everything has its season. It is about seasons.
Seller: This is ‘Oni aba apem.’ [3] We use it for 'ampesie.' [4] And this one we use for fufu [5] and we eat this one.
Buyer: And these ripe plantains?
Seller: Well we fry ripe plantains and if you want you can roast it and eat. That one is sold six for four thousand.
Buyer: And how come that is cheaper than…?
Seller:. Of course because each has its different function.
Seller: And the ripe plantains, the smaller bunches, are going for four for two thousand and the larger bunches are going for six, seven for four thousand.
Buyer: Okay, Afua how much should we buy? Okay, give us some two thousand to go and make some fufu. You know today we couldn’t go to church. And how come you didn’t go to church?
Seller: Well today I couldn’t go to church.
Buyer: Yesterday you didn’t sell too much so you came today to continue.
Seller: Yeah that is the reason.
Buyer: Don’t forget to give us some extra.
Seller: Oh I have really given you a good package. I mean, as I said, I have given some special treatment.
Buyer: Really? Well we are thankful.
Seller: God bless you.
[1] There are two categories of plantain, ripe and unripe. The speaker refers to the unripe variety.
[2] There are also two different types of unripe plantain. 'Apem' are the smaller sized plantains. These are just boiled for meals. Then there are the larger plaintains which are boiled and pounded into the Ghanaian dish called fufu.
[3] Literally means ‘eyes have come’ apem.
[4] A Ghanaian dish made of an eggplant or spinach sauce with yams and plantains.
[5] Another Ghanaian dish made of pounded plantain with palm nut, peanut or tomato soup."
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Buyer: Auntie maakye.
Seller: Yaa owura. Bra.

Buyer: Borades no y sen sen?

Seller: Mepaakyew wei anum two thousand, apem no so two thousand.

K5k nso nsia four thousand, ebi nson four thousand. Wei nso mmiensa. Enan
two.

Buyer: Na yennyi so kakra dee?

Seller: Mepaakyew daabi.

Buyer: Aden? Seesei ara boradee aba o?

Seller: Se borodet aba nti na merete wei anum two thousand, ebeye kakra,
ebedu mmere bi a ne boo abe ye den no, anum no nka wobgt> no anum four
thousand.

Buyer: Na se wei dez, Nkran des yenntumi nt> oo.

Seller: Wonntumi nto?

Buyer: Na Kumasi ha koraa na boradee bo> aye den sei.

Seller: Adu mmere bi a na boradee no boo aye den, adu mmere bi a na aba nti
na wobenya no anum two no. Saa na ete. Biribiara w> ne mmere. £ye mmere.
Buyer: Na wei sei €? M'ahu se asusua.

Seller: Wei ye oni-aba apem, ye de b> ampesie, na wei nso ye de ye fufuo,
apentu, na wei so ye di.

Buyer: Koka> yi so &7

Seller: Kaka> no so ye kye, wope nso a wobetoto adi, eno nso nsia four
thousand.

Buyer: Na adzn na £no ne boo ye fo sen...2

Seller: Na st ebiaa nko na se ne a ese ye no adwuma.

Seller: Kak»> no so, nkumaz kakra no, ebi wo mu enan two thousand, na
akases no so ebi nsia, ebi nson four thousand.

Buyer: Eno die Afua yeret> sen? Ah, ma yen two thousand yenfa nk> wo yen
fufuo na enne Kwesiada yenntumi ank> asare.

Seller: Ah okay.

Buyer: Aden na wo nso ende woanko asore?

Seller: Enne menntumi ank> asore.

Buyer: Enora na edwa no nye, enti £nne ewn s wobetoa so.
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Seller: Aane, eno ntira.
Buyer: Eye a na woato yen so kakra o.

Seller: Oh, meresiesie wo kama. Se nea mekaa ye no koraa wohu se meaye no
kama ama wo.

Buyer: Saa woehu?

Seller: Aane.

Buyer: Yen so yedaase.

Seller: Nyame nhyira wo.




