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The Meaning of “Family” in Zimbabwe v. US
English translation: 
What I think I really know is that families in the U.S. are different from families in Zimbabwe. When I talk about my family, I mean my father and his two sisters and his brother, and their children, his sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, and children of my other uncles from another grandfather, all of them are my close relatives. But I believe in America, my family is me, my brothers and parents, that’s it (nuclear family). When I talk about cousins, this is not exclusive to my uncles’ and aunts’ children only, this also includes children of my dad’s cousin; that is what cousin means in Shona. But in the American sense, cousin means my uncle’s child but here that same cousin is considered my brother and sister. 
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