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Thoughts on Totems and Marriage
English translation: 
A: When you marry, it is not allowed to have people of the same totem marrying each other.  That is, if my totem is Shoko, 
 I cannot marry another person whose totem is Shoko. No. Nowadays, some people do it because of ignorance. That is why some marriages are failing, because relatives are marrying each other because they do not know totems. 
B: How so?

A: It’s like children who live in the city, a boy can approach any girl and ask for the girl’s name only and they start dating. Ah and then the parents then say let’s go to the rural areas, say a girl might have grown up in the rural areas. They get there and then people ask, “So what is their totem?” Then you realize that ah, the woman is a dube and the man is also dube. However, they cannot break it [the relationship] when the situation is like that. There is a procedure that is known as chekaukama. There is a payment that is made in form of a cow [from the man’s side]. 
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� Shoko means monkey but in this case it is an example of a totem





