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Proverbs and Hidden Meanings 

 
 
English translation:  
 
Boy: Tsumo is a way of talking to a person indirectly. A person has to understand what 
the proverb means. So if the person does not understand what a person has said, then one 
can not explain what it means.  What is the name in English again? 
 
Girl: Proverbs. 
 
Boys: Proverbs. Yes. So a person has to explain what it means first.  
 
Girl: For example, roasting [on an open fire] calls for a mother’s experience; a child just 
puts the fire out. 
 
B: What does that mean? 
 
Girl: As long as it is me who made it wrong then it is okay, but if it is you who made the 
mistake, then I would say, “Oh dear! That’s wrong!”  
 
Boy: Proverbs are a way of saying things in a hidden way such that a person has to 
understand the meaning of the proverb first. So if the person did not understand the 
meaning of the proverb, then the person can not tell what the person who said it is trying 
to say.  
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