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Yemeni Arabic transcript:
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English translation:

L: What are the problems, the biggest problems that face the Yemeni youth?

Y: Unemployment. Maybe because as time passes now the world develops and the demands
increase. So young people start to have demands and open their eyes to progress, some [cultural]
progress, [that comes] especially from TV and media and things like that. So young people want
to do [this] and buy a car like the one they saw on TV and do what that person [on TV] did.
They want to get married and love and buy a villa and... but there is no chance. So the
unemployment, the earnings...umm...the abundance of wealth, all these are creating obstacles,
obsessions for students and young graduates. You find this obsession, they want to do and
want... but there is nothing. We reached a point where we...umm... like you say... a point
where young people freeze in their places. They can go neither forward nor backward. They
can’t finish their education and work and start from scratch till they achieve what they want, and
they can’t prove themselves in education. We are at a very strange stage.

L: What do you think is the reason that made youth like this—lazy youth?

Y: It depends... it’s not one reason, there are many reasons. Uh... there is a bad economic
situation, dependence, and many reasons, including gat' as a principle one. The scarcity of jobs
and the increase of unemployment. There are many reasons that made youth reach this point.
Dependence is a characteristic of young people in the city, the spoiled youth as we say. First of
all, the systems: the system [of government] before was communist. The communist system
made people lazy. You work and graduate and find the job ready for you, a public job. If you get

" Qat: the leaves of a tree that is considered a drug in many places; Yemenis chew it to pass their free time.
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married you get an apartment, a residential place. This was the communist system; it had its
advantages and its disadvantages, but I think that these are its disadvantages. These [privileges]
didn’t create a spirit of competitiveness to develop Yemen and make it rise and flourish. They
[the privileges] made people dependent, all people. The peak of a young man’s ambition is to get
a public job; public jobs are never enough [to keep up with life]. There’s no improvement... the
youth, I think that the reason is 50/50. 50% to blame is the society and the weak economic
situation, and the other 50% to blame is the youth themselves. Their laziness, dependence, and
not working on improving themselves.
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