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Yemeni Arabic transcript:
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English translation:

Y: But there are some young people who don’t want to work on improving themselves. They
want to chew gat', to be dependent; they settle for little, most young people are like this. So are
the girls, since girls, I mean they ingrained an idea in the girl’s mind that... that girls are for
[working in] the house, that they are for marriage. So there are a lot of girls who don’t care about
their education, and if they graduate and finish school they don’t care for work or productivity or
diversity. Because work needs diversity, women’s participation is very important for our
community. So you can find young men wasting their time. He wakes up at three in the
afternoon, eats something that’s cooked by his mother on whom he is dependent for everything.
Then he goes and sits beside his father on whom he is dependent as well. He [his father] gives
him money, so he goes and buys some gat and comes back at ten. He goes to wander about,
teases and harasses girls and laughs. Then he comes back at nine the night after he bought his
qat, and he eats his dinner and starts chewing gat until morning. This is not a life; I feel this is a
way to commit suicide. I mean you waste your entire day sleeping, laughing and chewing gat.
This can’t be, the society is... we are with it, it needs us and we need it. It can’t be that we
requite the society and the country where we were born [this way]. Instead of supporting it we
are waiting for it to support us. On the contrary, it needs our brains, needs productivity and
youth. So this is the youth, well not all of it, you can say about 70% are like this. But inshaAllah*
everything is going to change; I have hope that everything is going to change. Because now there
are some young people who...umm... are into charity work. For example, [hosting] food drives
and collecting money to help people with cancer, many guys and students do this.

! Qat: the leaves of a tree that is considered a drug in many places; Yemeni people chew it to pass their free time.
? InshaAllah: an Islamic expression meaning, “If Allah permits.” It’s used to express wishes, plans and hopes for the
future.


http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/

About CultureTalk: CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and
housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides students of language and culture with samples of people
talking about their lives in the languages they use every day. The participants in CultureTalk interviews and
discussions are of many different ages and walks of life. They are free to express themselves as they wish. The ideas
and opinions presented here are those of the participants. Inclusion in CultureTalk does not represent endorsement of
these ideas or opinions by the Five College Center for the Study of World Languages, Five Colleges, Incorporated,
or any of its member institutions: Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College and
the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.

© 2009-2010 Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and Five Colleges, Incorporated



