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Yemeni Arabic transcript:
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English translation:

S: What about the media, the written and the seen?

L: In Yemen? The media in Yemen is presented by the television, internet, magazines,
newspapers and books.

The way through which most Yemenis — especially the youth, people of the ages fourteen to
twenty-five, receive information is the television. Satellite channels like MBC, LBC, MBC2,
MBC4, and Dubai One.

S: Aha.

L: And if they don’t watch this, they watch channels like: Melody Hits or Mazzika, these are the
songs and new hits channels. My father’s generation, however, watches news channels, like Al-
Jazeera, or sport channels like AL-Jazeera Sports One and Two. They watch matches and news.
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S: And the sports are all soccer?

L: Yes, soccer. There’s nothing like tennis or basketball. This is my father’s generation,
especially men; they mostly watch soccer and news. There are a few people of my generation,
about ten or twenty per cent of the guys watch news or matches. There are also about the same
percentage of the girls that watch matches. Now there’s this trendy new addiction to soccer
matches that young men and women have. They watch the English or Spanish premiership. I
remember everyday at school my friends got so excited about these games that they would fight;
I mean they shout and yell over the table while we are eating. These say: “This team is better”
and the others say: “No, our team is better than your team.” They take it so seriously and they
post whatever happens in the game on Facebook everyday. They post things like: “Chelsea
won!” or “Manchester United is the dumbest team in the world.”

Women in my mother’s generation watch MBC or Dubai for drama series. About four years, no
wadllah’, like five years ago they used to watch Mexican or Spanish love series. Then there was
a trend before Turkish drama, about three years or two years and a half ago, people started to
watch Korean drama, Korean drama series that Dubai channel shows. Everyday at about 2:30 or
3 in the afternoon we used to sit in front of the TV and watch the Korean episode while eating
dried watermelon seeds and popcorn. The most recent trend is Turkish drama like Mohanad wa
Noor, or Khalil wa Merna and all this stuff. What I noticed is that it’s the same for young women
and girls. I mean women of my mother’s age and young women of my age watch the same thing.
It’s a different thing for guys. Young guys watch movies and new song hits, while men watch
news and soccer games.
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" WaAllah: an expression used to demonstrate honesty or the process of remembering something; it literally means: I
swear to Allah.



