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English translation: 
 
L: How do people celebrate eids like Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha? 
G: Eid al-Fitr is the one after Ramadan. As I told you, we gather as a family for Eid al-Fitr: my 
cousins and all of us gather in my grandfather’s house and wear new clothes. My uncles choose 
one of them to go to his house and chew qat1: this is the usual thing to do in Yemen, men have to 
chew qat. Even my male cousins do the same thing. Then we stay to chat.  This is the first day of 
Eid: there must be a visit. The most important thing is Eid’s prayer in the morning. After 
praying, we go to greet my grandmother and elder uncles and the father and mother. Then we go 
to have lunch in my grandfather’s house and we change, we do all this together. I mean the girls 
and guys all together. This is for my family; other families have it differently, as I told you now. 
There is no such thing as girls and guys together for them. It’s different from one family to 
another. 
L: Is it the same thing for Eid al-Adha? 
G: Eid al-Adha…there is also a prayer, they [Muslims] have to slaughter a sheep after the 
prayer. This traces back to the story of Prophet Abraham, right? When he saw while he was 
sleeping that he had to slaughter his son Ismail. So this sheep was sacrificed to save Ismail 
during Eid al-Adha. [We] slaughter this sheep and then we give some of it away to the poor, a 
certain amount set by Islam. They give away to the poor and take some for the family.  It’s also 
the same [as Eid al-Fitr]: as a family we get together and have lunch and change in to new 
clothes in the afternoon. Eid is four days: the first day is the best, and on the second day one can 
go for a promenade. There are many places in Aden on the beach, like Aden Mall, a big market. I 
don’t like these places because they are closed and too crowded. One can go to the promenades, 
there are many places.  
                                                 
1 Qat: the leaves of a tree that is considered a drug in many places; Yemeni people chew it to pass their free time. 
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