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English translation:

L: Well, how was the education different?

S: We were illiterate, we didn’t even know how to read, we didn’t even... I mean, write a name.
Most women and men who didn’t get educated were in the countryside, we lived in the
countryside where we didn’t have education. There were men and mostly women, mostly women
didn’t receive education.

L: Why?

S: Because of the parents’ close-mindedness. They worried about their daughters, they thought:
“Why does she have to study?” Women didn’t have any education or right to improve: she was
there to get married and go with her husband. This was before, in our days.

L: This means there weren’t schools for girls?

S: In our days, but now it’s over. Now even the country side has improved; education and
enlightenment has spread and people got educated and enlightened. After we had come from the
country side, especially we and the people who moved from the country side to Aden got
educated. They opened literacy centers here and even in the country side, they educated them, I
mean they erased their illiteracy, the old women and men who didn’t receive education before.
There were young people who hadn’t received education either, they taught them how to read
and write. There were people without jobs who then found jobs. I'm the first one of those, I got
educated and earned a certificate with a Very Good degree, and I got a job and I worked for my
kids with my husband. We lived a decent life and helped one another. Thank Allah, we raised
our children till they grew up and got them educated and enlightened and we helped each one of
them get to the desired level of education.
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