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Climate and Storms in the Hamada

Hassaniya Arabic transcript:
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English translation:

MAN: The weather here is very hot and dry in the summer. The temperature can reach
up to about 45°C or even sometimes to 46 or 47 or even 50°C... I mean, in the summer it
is almost boiling. And as you can see, here there is no electricity, no... aaa... air
conditioning, so the Saharawi person has to adapt to the heat and continue holding on
living in the Hamada'. During the winter, it is very cold and in the winter... the
temperature decreases dramatically, especially at night... And this is the Saharawi
society. I mean, there are also sandstorms — seasonal sandstorms... Sandstorms occur
frequently. It pretty much hardly ever rains. I mean, it may rain once or twice a year but
if it rains — as you can see the houses are mud-bricks... aaa... They get destroyed.

' Hamada: The desert terrain in southern Algeria where the Saharawi refugee camps are located. It is
basically a barren land, covered not with sand but with small rocks and hard plateaus.
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