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Gender and Education

Hassaniya Arabic transcript:
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English translation:

S: What are the different specializations in the academies?

Woman: In the refugee camps there are... aaa... different academies. For example, there
is a special academy for education in the camps — I mean, for those who want to be
teachers. At the same time, there are people who go to study in Algerian academies like
in Beshar or in Gillizan or even in Oran, which has a special academy for education. And
within the willayas’ especially, I can talk about Auserd willaya, which has a school or a
class for computer science and English. Although it has not finished — they are only on
their first semester — they are building a proper school for it. So, now it will be a school
instead of just a class. In 27™ of February willaya, there is a special school for computer
science and English and French, and the same with Smara willaya. In Dakhla willaya
there is also a school for English and computer science.

S: In these academies, do both female and male students go?

! Willaya: Literally a municipality, here it refers to a refugee camp; there are five willayas located in
southwest Algeria. Each refugee camp is a fully-functioning municipality, administered by the Saharawi
government together with the liberated territories.
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Woman: It does have female and male students but there are always more female
students than male students.

S: And why so0?

Woman: I mean, I don’t know of a definite reason, but it could be that the woman still
has the opportunity to study, whereas the man does not have time because he is thinking
more of work and earning money and that sort of thing.

S: Although it seems that the society demands more from the woman than the man?
Woman: In what way?

S: In terms of the family and household...

Woman: Yes, that is right; her situation is harder than the man’s. This is especially true
for a married woman and if she has... aaa... for example, children and she needs to take
care of them and the work in the house, and so on. These things could occupy her a lot,
but still the women have desire... I feel that the Saharawi woman has more desire to
study than the man, and especially when it comes to learning foreign languages.
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