CultureTalk Western Sahara Video Transcripts: http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu
A Teacher’s Influence on Students

Hassaniya Arabic transcript:
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English translation:

S: How much impact does a female teacher have [on students] in comparison with a male
teacher?

Woman: Aaa... Through... aaa...

S: How do they impact the individual first, and then the society?

Woman: [ don’t think there is that big of a difference but it could be that the children
may see that the man has more control than the woman. But the woman is always closer
to the student and she understands him/her better than the man.

S: So, does he [a male teacher] have a negative or a positive impact?

Woman: In terms of the positive influence, it could be that he has more control. The
students may fear him more and so... aaa... whenever he gives them homework, they
would do it because they are afraid that he may punish them. But the woman is more
forgiving — she forgives them. For example, this time they didn’t do the homework, they
can do it next time. But the woman is always, always closer to the student than the man.
But, alhamdulillahl, he also has a positive influence on the student.

' Alhamdulillah: Thank God (literally: “Praise Allah™): An Arabic expression used in a variety of contexts,
but most often to express thankfulness for or an awareness of grace in any good thing.
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