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Moroccan-Cuban Tensions over Western Sahara

Hassaniya Arabic transcript:
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English translation:

Man: There were Moroccan students in Cuba as well. The Cubans were aware of the
conflict between Morocco and Western Sahara. And the Cubans made the Saharawi
students aware about the universities that have Moroccan students but the Moroccan
students always provoked us and caused us problems at the universities. For example,
they would wear shirts that have a map of Morocco and [Western] Sahara joined, [ mean
— they did these kinds... aaa... of provocations. But, in the end... aaa... the Cubans
managed to control these kinds of situations. In addition, Morocco always pressured
Cuba politically when it came to this issue. Morocco had different stands on this
situation. For example, they would speak before the American Congress, the European
Parliament and the media and say that we [Saharawi students] are imprisoned in Cuba.
And that the actual conflicting parties are only Algeria and Cuba. On the other hand,
however, they always pressure... aaa... the Cuban foreign ministry to start the political
relationship between the two countries and to open embassies. The Cubans... aaa...
always welcomed a Moroccan embassy without any conditions but the Moroccans always
had conditions and one of them is for the Cubans to close... aaa... the Saharawi embassy
and to give up their recognition of the Polisario Front' so that Morocco can open its
embassy in Havana. In addition to that, they were willing to help them... aaa... to vote in
the United Nations and with... aaa... the Cuban interest internationally. And they were
going to buy from them... aaa... for example, all their sugar; they wanted to be... aaa...

' POLISARIO Front: The Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia Al-Hamra and Rio de Oro is the
liberation movement in Western Sahara and the political representative for the Saharawi people in exile.
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the customer number one in buying the... aaa... the Cuban sugar. And the Cuban foreign
ministry has replied to this several times and that... aaa... Cuba would never change its
principles even if it means political or economic interest, and that they are with the
Saharawi people and that this is their principle and their position. They also made it clear
if they [Moroccans] want to open their embassy together with the Saharawi embassy,
both with their flags, they are more than welcome; but if they don’t want to, then they
should not come.
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