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English translation: 
 
K: You were in Norway. Talk about Norway... 
S: How was Norway? 
K: Yes, how was Norway? 
S: I liked it, it is a nice country. The school I attended was an international school. We were 200 
students from all over the world, and it was a fantastic experience. I mean, I met a lot of youth my age 
and older, and each one of us had a different way of thinking and we all looked at the world differently. 
In addition, I liked the weather and the environment, especially since my school was in a small city. It 
was surrounded by mountains, water was everywhere and everything was green. A very different kind 
of nature from what I am used to. And it was a wonderful experience, alhmadulillah1. 
K: What were the culture differences between Norway and Western Sahara? 
S: Of course the two societies are very different. Since I had lived with only Saharawis and Algerians, I 
mean, all of us were Arabs and Muslims. But when I came to Norway, the Norwegians were very 
different. Norwegians, I believe, are a very introverted people; I mean, they don't accept people who 
are different from them in an open way, and that was difficult for me because I am so used to my 
society. In my society, I would greet people in the street, and especially elders. In the Norwegian 
society, that is not the case. I remember when I greeted an old man in the street and he didn't even reply 
to me and I was very surprised. Also, in the bus for instance, people don't talk to each other at all, 
people are reserved, and that really shocked me. Even though I have been in Spain and France before… 
but the Norwegians are very different from the rest of the Europeans, and that is because of the fact that 

                                                 
1 Alhamdulillah: Thank God (literally: “Praise Allah”): An Arabic expression used in a variety of contexts, but most often to 
express thankfulness for or an awareness of grace in any good thing.  
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they are a liberal society but they are very reserved at the same time. This made me not feel very 
welcomed in the society. The other thing that really surprised me was that… oh... one has the full 
freedom to do whatever one wants. One can go in the streets however one wants, but it was very 
different in the place where my school was in the sense that I was the only girl with the hijab [Islamic 
headscarf]. Everyone asked me, why do you have to dress like this and why do you make yourself 
suffer like that? I found this aspect very strange because I thought that the Norwegians were very open, 
but after coming to Norway I found the people to be very different. 
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