CultureTalk Western Sahara Video Transcripts: http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu
On Media Coverage

Hassaniya Arabic transcript:
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English translation:

S: You talked about... aaa... how the Saharawis in the occupied territories of Western
Sahara suffer all forms of discrimination and torture, yet it is not seen in the media. Why
do you think that is?

MAN: As I said, we [Saharawi refugees] have arms, a political system and foreign
support, but they [Saharawis in the occupied territories] peacefully protest and demand
their right to self-determination. Unfortunately, after the 2005 Intifada the Moroccan
authorities started to use force. They tortured people, women were beaten and... aaa...
raped and many were arrested. After all of this happened, the Moroccan government
forbade any media from entering the territories. People only see this suffering via a few
photos captured by cell phones. There are very few pictures from there, just a few from...
aaa... cell phones and things like that. And these pictures that we find are very few, |
mean, they don’t allow media in there and why? Because they are scared of the
international community seeing the realities of the Saharawi people’s struggle for
freedom in peaceful ways — and they are being tortured. But this is part of the Moroccan
system, and the Moroccan system has always been like this. I mean, we don’t have any
problems with the people, just with the system. The Moroccan system is unjust and one
can see that in unemployment amongst Moroccans... aaa... and the suffering of the
Moroccan citizen, let alone the Saharawi citizen.

S: And... aaa... it is known that freedom of the press and freedom of expression in...
aaa... Morocco is one of the lowest in the world. How is... how is freedom of the press
and freedom of expression here in the camps?

MAN: As you know, Human Rights Watch...

S: Human Rights Watch...

MAN: Organizations like Human Rights Watch have documented human right violations
in Morocco. Freedom of expression in Morocco does not exist at all and the rest of world
knows that. For example, an Aljazeera journalist was arrested and many Moroccan
journalists were jailed and they even faced death sentences simply because they said
things against the king. Morocco is not like the USA and European countries where
people can almost insult the president and nothing happens because it is a freedom of
expression.

S: And in your opinion, obviously, here in the camps there are some media outlets like
the national radio and some newspapers... How is it and what is is its role?

MAN: The media? Here we have national radio and national TV. The first thing that was
created was the May 20™ newspaper by the martyr El-Ouali Mustafa. After that we got a
national radio and then some more newspapers, and in 2007 we got the national TV.
These media outlets have a very important role and it is unfortunate that Morocco has a
much stronger media than we do. For instance, they have more than six TV channels. On
the contrary, our national radio has a small range and the same goes for the national TV.
Despite all of this, we still managed to share our suffering with the rest of the world and
the world feels for us. Western media outlets come to the camps to cover different aspects
of life here. Our media has gone far beyond its limits and managed to compete
internationally against the Moroccan media.

S: And in your opinion... aaa... especially in the 21* century, the media... aaa...
especially the internet has played a very important role in distributing information and



news. In your opinion, do you think that the Saharawi cause will also be affected by the
western media or the international media?

MAN: It will, it will both affect it and be affected by it. And I mean, it can be both with it
and against it at the same time. [ mean, for instance, we can tell about our... aaa... cause
in the media and on the internet and... aaa... on different international TV channels and
that would be... aaa... for us. On the flip side, the Moroccans are working very hard to
spread things against us.
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