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Boarding School Away from Home

Hassaniya Arabic transcript:
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English translation:


http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/

MAN: During this time, the [Saharawi] student suffers a great deal because he is far
away from his mother, away from his father, from his family and relatives, and he is not
in his homeland — and without his freedom. You would find 100, 200 Saharawi students
in one place, they sleep in one place...

S: This means you study in boarding school?

MAN: Boarding students, meaning that we study in boarding school. I mean, this
indicates that this student, I mean... aaa... this young child who leaves home at the age
of thirteen or fourteen to study away from his family and his home, he faces many
challenges and suffers great deal. But if this means anything, it means how much
suffering the Saharawi people have to endure and the painful occupation... I always
wonder myself, why all of these students — this big number of Saharawi sons and
daughters — don’t have the same right to live a stable and dignified life like any other
child in the world? He is going to live his entire life as a refugee... aaa... and always a
stranger. I mean, when I was studying in Algeria, my Algerian friend who was able to go
back home after school, he slept with his family, his loved ones and his relatives.
Meanwhile, I am, I mean, exiled twice — the first time as a refugee in the Hamada' and
the second time as a student. Despite all of that, these Saharawi students or these
Saharawis are still determined and still willing to get an education anywhere, be it in
Algeria, Libya, Cuba, the USA or any other part of the world. They are still standing firm
and determined despite the suffering and miseries... And for every morning that the sun
rises, I mean, I look forward and pray for the day when I breathe the air of my homeland.
I mean, I am just an example of people my age... aaa... and many more hundreds who, I
mean, have never seen their home country, they have never seen its capital city, Layoune.
I always wonder: Why do we have to go through all of this? Why? And so, this is an
indication of the suffering and miseries of these people. ...aaa... For this, for example,
the Americans — our American brothers and sisters, or in any other country in the world —
we are not like Morocco. Morocco is a big and strong country and has the ability to
propagate itself in different forms. On the contrary, Saharawi people are people who have
been displaced, they don’t have anything, and their children can’t study and be at home
with their families. I mean, this is the real life, it is the reality. But we still look forward
to the rise of the sun, and that a solution will be found to this issue, in sha’ Allah’ , and we
look forward to going back to our homeland without any problems with our fellow
Moroccan brothers and sisters.

' Hamada: The desert region in southern Algeria where the Saharawi refugee camps are located. It is
basically a barren land, covered not with sand but with small rocks and hard plateaus.

2 In sha’ Allah: God willing (literally: “If Allah wills”): An Arabic expression used in a variety of contexts,
but generally used to show respect for God’s omnipotence when talking about a future event, especially one
which is desired or anticipated.
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