CultureTalk Western Sahara Video Transcripts: http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu
A Story of Exile and Health

Hassaniya Arabic transcript:

oliad Lle (20 ) g3 ) 10

§ sual +31 el

€S e Te ) jauall 8 Slal cuS el || b S dlane Jaed  KE| AKE | A e

,__;\M\ uﬁ ST :S‘JA‘

; I et

e Ay csanal a8 5 sl I Al e dised Alla ) ol Ugla 5 Lis 0 (B IN AUS 5 J sl 23] )
DS e sliie sagisle 5 JalS @Iy 5 AaluV dlie agm ad s agise 5. 1. 5 age Dl 5 agulsY aallaci g
s gl i g a5 Gl g Laiaie ) 6l Cusad 5 48 Ll 5 8Ll 3 5 Ll 3 (e 5 cpal 1)
spdpan il all vie Wl g o el paalllin 9o e llsa 5 el g2l s B 55l ool
o s e sk

Fos st il 10

e Ul Cun o e 5 G L el die el aall vie (g I cpls L 5 Gl Ll 75 €11 23] yal
Al cled L) b jas 578 (e ) s il e slasl e shail et Aua yaa (g gl Al

Fa il (3 Aol g

5 Aadled) G eall S il 5 e e e Lina s Lma s aglaad | AS I ) ge Jaas VT A i) 3 281 s
eale ool e gAanall el dda s o sd cllail 43 e g o) gl AS I 4,35 A ) e andi g AIY
i Ol L JaS clgad Jaids g Jaids Ay jal (B Jail cud g 8 el ) el cillail daall
cmal) JLAT U3 5 e s adlaadly cpxi W) Ul e dpdile Cuad 5 Alilie chde ¢luaill 8 Cie o
L) e e i Aple Gl g adlaall L adae Cuf caly Ldad () (g ) e Cania g Cum e

led Fpat, e ) oo 8 al e (B8 5 0e b ol sl 1m

A2y (8 1B) sl

Sarall seid $odle) $ElAS 1w

Leid o ol Al | anall i) cand) yuas gl shal I dry ) 5 dsed pebea 5 g ) 5) Gt s YT 231 gl
LY sebaala cl )3 5 oa L Vo G jeadt | g B Culi Y g (5 od gl CuiS ¢ 2 AaE Culi Lo clile
sy eiS bt dae ol L dga il s VT4 5 desd) a5 ale

S (e ST Cigen e Bl o s il el paall Lo Choatal) dslual) gl ansd iSen S (il olal !


http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/

English translation:

S: Tell us, tell us your story...

WOMAN: My story?

S: Yes... What did you... what did you do when you were in... You were originally in
[Western] Sahara? Where were you?

WOMAN: [ was in [Western] Sahara...

S: Where in [Western] Sahara?

WOMAN: Initially we were in... aaa.... in Bu Jnaiba. And once, seven men came...
Five men from the early revolutionaries come to our house. When they came, Mahjoub
walid [son of] Ali [her husband] gave them some clothes and footwear... aaa... and some
food for their journey and gave them some guns and that sort of thing. And then he also
helped them to find the way. They were from the very first Saharawi revolutionaries. And
then we left to Wad Saguia... and we stayed there... Many men left to fight in the war.
And then, the invaders came, the Spanish invaders came... the invaders... That is right —
the Moroccan invaders came and forced us to leave and so we had to come to the desert
here, and we stayed in Algeria — may Allah give them [the Algerians] victory and reward
them... That is right...

S: When did you come here?

WOMAN: In 1975 we fled and we walked until we ended up here in the desert... with
the Algerians... That is right. And when we first arrived, I became a nurse to treat people
—anurse. I continued practicing until, until 1978 when I became involved in pre-school
education.

S: What did you do in pre-school?

WOMAN: In the pre-school, I was mainly responsible for making food for the small
children... and my small daughter then — Mariam — was with me... and my small
children Hashmiya and Lala. I distributed the food to the small children. After that, I
joined, I joined — what’s it called? I joined health care and I became... No, it is not health
care, I joined... the agricultural section, and I worked there continually until... I
completely lost my sight. Then, I became involved in the army where I was trained as a
soldier. I trained a lot as a soldier. I learned how to use guns and some war tactics... And
I performed in big parades... and we were parading until some place and I took my best
gun and I continued to train with, with... you know, my division and I was wearing a
uniform that has flags and until today, I still have it... A soldier... [Laughter]

S: So, Aziza, you said that farming was the main reason for losing your sight completely.
WOMAN: That is right!

S: How? Why? What was the reason?

WOMAN: It is just that, when I was farming, I was responsible for mixing the soil and
adding fertilizers... until I couldn’t see anymore. I used to see a bit but then I couldn’t at
all... I could say that I became blind in my agriculture career... Currently, I am unable to
work. But to be frank, I very much prefer working — even if it meant working in farming
again — to staying at home doing nothing, because work is a rewarding thing... Working
with your own hands is a great feeling... And that is all!
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