CultureTalk Vietnam Video Transcripts: http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu
Visiting Temples

Vietnamese Transcription:

Ngwoi A: Ban o1, minh nghi 1a chua ¢ Viét Nam thi c6 rat hay nhiéu hoa sfrl, vi du nhu cay hoa
st nay chang han. Ban hay néi gi vé dac trung cta chua Viét Nam di.

Nguwoi B: Minh nghi 1a chua Viét Nam thi khéac vai cd “cathedral” cua bén ton gido...

Nguoi A: Troi oi sao ban ctr néi tiéng Anh vay?

Nguoi B: Thé nhung ma cai ddy thi khong biét dich ra tiéng Viét 1a gi. Nha tho?

Nguoi A: U.

Nguoi B: A, chua Viét Nam. ..

Nguwoi A: Noi lai di, no6i lai.

Nguwoi B: Chua Viét Nam thi n6 1a biéu tugng cua dao Phat thi né khac vdi cd nha tho cia bén
dao Thién Chua gido ¢ cho 1a minh nghi 1a n6 khong doi hoi nhitng ngudi theo dao phai dén
thuong xuyén. Tuc 1a n6 khong c6 mot céi thoi gian biéu cu thé. Vi du nhu 1a dao Thién Chua
gido thi ban phai dén hang Chu Nhat chang han, roi c6 céc 1€ nghi rat 1a da duoc quy dinh, con ¢
trong dao Phat thi duong nhu 1a ban khong c6 cai d6. Nén 1a nguodi theo dao [Phat] thi hoan toan
léq dén vi tam. Tuc 1a, mot 1a, ho dén vi ho muon tim mot cai khong khi rat 1a thanh tinh, yén binh
de thoat ra khoi nhitng céi lo toan cia thuong nhat.

English Translation:

Person A: I think temples in Vietnam often have a lot of plumerias, for example this plumeria.
Why don’t you share [with us] some characteristics of temples in Vietnam.

Person B: I think temples in Vietnam are different from “cathedral” in the religion...
Person A: My goodness, why do you keep using English?

Person B: I don’t know what that would translate to Vietnamese. Church?

Person A: Yes.

Person B: Ah, temples in Vietnam...

Person A: Let’s repeat, repeat.

! This phrase should perhaps say “minh nghi 1a chiia & Viét Nam thi hay c6 rat nhiéu hoa sir.”



Person B: Temples in Vietnam — a symbol of Buddhism are different from the churches in
Catholicism such that I think they don’t require followers to come frequently. That is, they don’t
have a specific schedule. For instance, in Catholicism, you have to go [to church] every Sunday
and there are also rituals and ceremonies that have been pre-designated while in Buddhism, you
almost don’t have such things. Therefore, Buddhist followers come [to temples] totally because
of their heart’. That is, first of all, they come because they’d like to seek a tranquil and restful
atmosphere to escape from their daily worries.
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2 Tam could be understood as one’s good heart, soul, or mind.



