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Tet Taboos

Vietnamese Transcript

Chi: Ma nguoi Viét Nam 4 thi ho rat 13 tin di doan, thi nguoi ta c6 nhiéu cai niém tin khac nhau
dac biét 1a nhitng nguoi ma o trong dao... dao Phat 4, hong phai dao Thién Chua, thi ho tin di
thi, chang han, cho mot vai cai vi du ne. Chéng han nhu 13 ho... s& khong quet nha hodc la
khong... xai nhidu, xai tlen vao ngay mung mot, ming mot Tét & ciia cai dau cai nam Am lich d6
1a Tét Ta 4. Tai vi ho tin rdng 4, quét nha tirc 14 quét nhitng cai diéu may man di ra khoi nha, cho
nén 13 ho khong mudn mic dui cai nha ho né c¢6 do trong ngay do dit 1im ho van gt cai rac rudi
d6 d6 ho... cho téi qua ngay hom sau, qua ngay mung hai d6 thi ho méi bat dau “clean up” cai
nha.

Em: Vay 1a nguoi ta c6 quét, ngudi ta don so so, nhung ma nguoi ta gom rac ngudi ta héng c6
dem di do?

Chi: Khong, rac van chtra trong nha. Thi chi don cai khu nao can don thoi nhung ma khong co
dem d06 rac ra ngoai céi, cai “garbage can” ma van dé cai rac ¢ trong nha.

Em: Da.

Chi: R6i... ho khong thich xai tién ngay hom do tai vi ho nghi rang cai ngay do la cai ngay cua
dau nam nén ho cling mudn gom nhiing cai diéu may man v0 nha cua ho, ho héng co muon
mang tién ctia ciia ho dem ra cho. Coi nhu I... ho tin ring néu ma 1am nhu vy ca nam tién n6
s& ra hét.

Em: Da.

Chi: Con nhitng ngudi & trong. .. trong dao 4 thi khac, ho hong c¢6 nhiing. ..

Em: Da, 1a dao Thién Chuaa?

Chi: Dao Thién Chua hodc dao Tin Lanh d6 thi ho hfx)ng o tin nhﬁfng~diéu do. Ho van “clean
up” nha ctra cia hg binh thuong, nhiing ma ho van t6 chirc an mung 1€... Tét, Tét Ta binh
thuong nhu nhitng nguoi dan khac, nhung ma ho hong tin vao nhirng cai dicu do.

English Translation

Older cousin (Oc): Vietnamese people are very superstitious; people have different beliefs,
especially those who belong to the religion... the religion of Buddhism, not Christianity; they

believe in everything. For example, here are some examples. For example, they... will not sweep
the house and do not spend much, spend money on the first day, the first day of 7ét, of the



beginning of the lunar year, which is 7ét Ta.” Since they believe that sweeping the house also
means sweeping all the [New Year] luck out of the house, they do not want to; no matter how
dirty their house may get on those days, they still want to keep the garbage there, they... till the
next day; it’s not until the second day that they start cleaning up the house.

Younger cousin (Yc): So people do sweep, people do partly clean [it], but they will gather the
garbage and won’t throw it away?

Oc: No, garbage is still kept in the house. [They] only clean up wherever needs to be cleaned but
do not bring the garbage to the dumpster but keep it in the house.

Yec: Yes.

Oc: Then... they do not like to spend money on that day because they believe that because that
day is the first day of the year, they only want to bring all the luck into their house, they do not
want to give their money away. Like... they believe that if they do so, money will keep
decreasing for the whole year.

Yec: Yes.
Oc: How about the people who belong to the religion? They do not have...
Yec: Yes, Christianity?

Oc: In Catholicism or Christianity, they do not believe in such things. They still clean up their
house just like normal; they also set up celebration of... 7ét, Tét Ta, normally, like other people;
however, they do not believe in those things.
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! Tér: Tét: New Year’s Day or New Year’s festival; Tét can refer to either T¢f tdy (lit. Western T¢ét, January 1% or
New Year’s Day according to the Western solar calendar) or Tét ta (lit. our Tét, New Year’s Day in the Vietnamese
lunar calendar). Tét can also be used to refer to holiday or festival in general, for example: Tét Thiéu Nhi
(International Children’s Day), Tét Nguyén Tiéu (Lantern Festival), Tét Trung Thu (Mid-Autumn Festival), ect.



