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Floating Markets at Ninh Kieu Wharf

Vietnamese Transcript:

Ngudi dwge phéng vin: Néu ban dén véi mién Ty thi ban co thé dén v6i ving séng
nude Clru Long, ¢6 thé dén v6i Can Tho ¢6 bén Ninh Kiéu, c6 chg ndi 1a mot khu cho ¢
trén song. Cho thi thuong tu tap vao budi sang khi ma cac thuyén, tau thuyén di lai tap
nap va tu tap lai tai mot bén & trén ... & mot khu vuc trén song va mdi con thuyen thi lai
c6 mot ... thi lai mang chd mot mén dac san cua mot vung qué nao day vi du nhu mét loai
trai cay, hay 1a mot loai dd an, thuc uéng, hodc mot loai ... cac loai vai voc, dd dung khac
nhau va ho cung trao ddi. Ho cung trao ddi, budn ban trén mit nude va sau phién cho
budi sang thi moi thuyén lai tdn ra va dem nhiing cai mon dd ma ho vira méi mua, ban
dugc dem vé lai ving qué ctia ho va ... va tir d6 ma van chuyén va phét tan nhitng mon db
d6 di dén nhiéu ving khac nhau trén dat nudc.

Nguoi phéng vin: Cho ndi ma chi timg di dén thi dia diém ho hop cho 1a & dau a?

Nguoi dwge phéng van: Cho ndi ddy thi 13 nam & trén mot nhanh cua song Mé Kong, di
tr bén Ninh Kiéu thi minh la du khach minh c6 the thué thuyén va di khoang 45 phut dén
mot tieng thi s€ di dén dia diém hop chg.

Nguwoi phéng van: Chi c6 thé néi rd hon vé phuong thirc mua, ban, trao doi cia chg noi
va thoi gian cho noi dugc dién ra khong a?

Ngudi dwge phéng vin: Cho ndi thi thuong hop vao lic sang sém va phuong thirc mua
ban thi c6 hai phuong thirc: ban si va ban 1. Ban si ¢6 nghia 1a trao d6i mua ban giita hai
thuyén véi sb lugng rat 16n. Nhung bén canh dé thi con c¢6 ban 1é, tic 1a néu ma minh 1a
ngudi mua hang ma minh chi muén mua véi s lugng nho thoi, mot hai mon @6 thoi thi
minh cling c¢6 thé dén thuyén va moi trao doi, mua ban thi ... déu dién ra giira hai thuyén
v6i nhau. Néu ho ban si thi ngudi ta co thé ... ¢6 hai nguoi ding & trén hai thuyén va sau
khi da théng nhat gia ca thi ho sé& trao d6i, mua ban bang cach 1a ho s& dung tay va ném
do tir thuyen nay sang thuyen kia, & thuyén kia s€ cO nguoi bat. Va dong tac clia ho bao
gid cling rét 1a chinh x4c, ké ca nhiing trai ciy rat 13 to va nang thi khi c6 nguoi tur thuyén
nay ném qua thuyén kia thi ngudi o thuyén kia ciing sé bét rat 1a nhanh, le va chinh xéc.
Con khi ma minh ma mua 1é thoi thi minh ... thi hai thuyén c6 thé gh¢ sat lai v6i nhau va
trao d6i gia ca, va nguoi tir thuyen nay cling co thé budc sang thuyen kia de . dé ma xem
xét cac mon do, hodc ciing c6 thé 1a tir thuyen nay sang thuyén kia dé an ubng 6 mot cai
nha hang trén thuyén, hodc 1a mua moén db gi ddy va mang lai thuyén minh.

Nguoi phong van: Thi hang hoa duoc chd tdi cho 14 dén tir cac ving 14n can cta bén
Ninh Kicu?

Nguwoi duwge phéng van: Pung roi, dén tir cac vung qué 1an can.



English Translation:

Interviewee: If you visit the West [of Vietnam], you can go to Cuu Long River, to Can
Tho province, which has Ninh Kieu Wharf and the floating markets. The markets only
open in the morning where a lot of boats traverse. On each boat, there is a specialty, like
fruit, or food, drink, clothes or other utilities. People sell and buy things on boats. After
the morning market, the boats disperse and carry what they have bought back to their
places, and then they transport these goods to different parts of the country.

Interviewer: Where is the floating market that you went to?

Interviewee: That market operates on a tributary of Me Kong River. From Ninh Kieu
Wharf, we can hire a boat; it takes about 45 minutes or an hour to get to the market.

Interviewer: Can you be clearer about how and when people sell and buy goods in a
floating market?

Interviewee: The floating market often opens in the early morning. There are two
methods of selling: retail and wholesale. When people wholesale, they sell goods in great
quantities. As for retail, it is also possible to buy goods in small quantities. If they agree
to wholesale, two people will stand on separate boats and throw goods from one boat to
the other. Their movements are very precise; even when someone throws big, heavy
fruits, the other one will catch them just right. When they retail, two boats will get close
to each other and negotiate prices. People on one boat can go over to the other to check
out the goods, or they can go there to eat at a floating restaurant, or just to buy something
and then go back to their boat.

Interviewer: So do the goods come from areas close to Ninh Kieu Wharf?

Interviewee: Yes, right.
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