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Importance of Preserving Folktales

Vietnamese Transcript:

Nguoi phéng van: Ban nghi kho tang truyén co tich dan gian Viét Nam thi dong vai tro
gi trong vi¢c truyén ba, cling nhu 1a bdo ton ban sac van hoa dan tdc?

Nguoi dwge phong van: Um, minh thay 1a kho tang truyén ¢ tich dan gian Vi€t Nam c6
vai tro rat 1a quan trong, boi vi truyén c6 dan gian Viét Nam la cua riéng dat nudc Viét
Nam, n6 mang ddm mot mau sac cua Viét Nam. Va gan lién véi nhiing truyén cd dola
nhirng bai hoc truyen théng, nhiing bai hoc dao 1y hay la nhiing bai hoc vé dao duc ma
6ng ba, cha me, t6 tién nguoi Viét mubn dé lai cho nhimg thé hé di sau. Va ho truyen lai
bang cach 16ng ghép chiing vao nhing cau truyén dé ma nhimg thé hé di sau co thé tlep
can voi nhitng dao ly d6 mot cach ty nhién, sinh dong va d& tiép thu vao sau trong moi
ngudi. Chang han nhu 1a truyén Thanh giéng, minh thdy nhu 13 n6 dugc truyén tir doi nay
sang doi khac dé nhic nho nguoi Viét Nam 1a Viét Nam 1a mot dét nudce co nhiing anh
hung duoc sinh ra trong thoi loan lac dé hi sinh gitp d& dat nuwdc, nhu Thanh Giong
chang han. Nhu 13 truyén TAm Cam, truyén Son Tinh Thay Tinh, thi lai gitp nguoi ta
hiéu, chang han nhu 14 noi vé truyén théng dip dé chong lut ctia nhan dan Viét Nam. Con
truyén TAm Cam thi noi vé& viéc nhic nhd con chéu vé dao dirc & hién s& gap lanh. Niém
tin d6 cta ngudi Viét Nam van luu truyén trong dan gian.

English Translation:

Interviewer: What role do you think Vietnamese folktales play in promoting as well as
preserving national cultural characteristics?

Interviewee: Uhm, I think that Vietnamese folktales play a very important role, because
they belong to the nation of Vietnam, and they preserve the Vietnamese uniqueness. And
attached to those folktales are lessons about tradition and morality that Vietnamese
grandparents, parents and ancestors want to pass down to later generations. And they pass
down these lessons by embedding them in stories that later generations can approach
naturally and easily. For example, the story of Thanh Giong', I think, has been passed
down from one generation to the next to remind Vietnamese people that the nation of
Vietnam possesses heroes born into chaotic times to sacrifice their lives to save the
nation, like Thanh Giong. Or the story of Son Tinh - Thuy Tinh? helps us understand
Vietnamese people’s tradition of building dams to guard against floods. And the story of

! The story of a Vietnamese young soldier who defeated invaders. (Folk hero. (n.d.). In Wikipedia.
Retrieved January 23, 2012, from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folk hero)

? a Vietnamese myth that explains the practice of tidal irritation and devastating floods in tropical and
monsoon land. (Son Tinh —Thuy Tinh. (n.d.). In Wikipedia. Retrieved January 23, 2012, from
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Son_Tinh %E2%80%93 Thuy Tinh)



Tam and Cam® is about reminding later generations of the morality that we have to live
mercifully to earn graces. Such beliefs remain pervasive among Vietnamese people.
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3 An ancient Vietnamese folktale, best known as the Vietnamese version of Cinderella. (The Story of Tam
and Cam. (n.d.). In Wikipedia. Retrieved January 23, 2012, from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_S
tory_of Tam and Cam)
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