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Enjoying Children’s Stories

Vietnamese Transcript:

Nguoi phong van: Lic con nho thi ban c¢6 hay doc truyén c6 tich khéng? N6 ¢6 anh
hudng gi dén ban?

Nguoi dwge phéng van: Minh doc ciing kha 1a nhiéu ... tir truyén c6 Andersen, truyén co
Grim hay chi Ia truyén c6 tich Viét Nam thoi. Thi minh théy 1a ... khong biét la t6t hay
xau nhung ma doc nhing cau chuyén d6 xong thi minh thdy 1a minh tin vdo .... vio ...
cudc song ly tuong, c6 nghia la & hién gip lanh. Chi can ban ¢ hién, ban an & tot bung thi
nhitng diéu tot s& dén v6i ban. Cho du 14 ban c6 gip diéu x4u thi sau day ban ciing s& co
nhimg cai viée t6t lanh, nhitng cai 1 may mén. Thi minh théy 13, dén bay gid thi minh ..

minh van tin vao diéu 6. Minh van tin 13 trong cudc song nay thi ban chi can lam het suc
minh, hay la ban an ¢ hién lanh, dang hoang, tir té thi ban s& gip duoc nhimg diéu may
man.

Nguwoi phong van: Nhitng sach, truyén ma con nit doc tir lic bé s& gop phan hinh thanh
nén nhan cach cia nd sau ny. D6 1a Iy do vi sao nhimg cau chuyén thiéu nhi thuong
dugc hudng dén cai chan, thién, mi, tot dep. Tuc 1a hudng con nguoi ta tré thanh mot
nguoi tét, hudng thién.

Ngudi dwge phong van: Puang roi.

Ngudi phéng van: Ban c6 déng v 1a con nit thi nén doc nhiéu truyén cb tich danh cho
thiéu nhi khong?

Nguoi dwge phéng van: Minh dong ¥ tai vi ... minh thiy dugc ... diing nhu ban néi la
nhitng cai truyén cb tich thi nd s& toat 1én mot cai vé nhan van va hudng con ngudi ta dén
nhiing viéc thién, nhitng cai diéu tbt dep. Cai thu hai do 14, nhiing truyén ¢d tich danh cho
thiéu nhi thi né vira mang cai y nghia tot dep ma né vira mang ... ma nd vira rat 1a nhe
nhang, va nhiéu khi 1a di dém. Thi phu hop v6i lai cai d¢ tudi cta thiéu nhi, cai do tudi
ma chua cin phai suy nght nhiéu hay nay no. Thu hai 13, nhirng cai cau truyén co tich thi
cing kha 1a don gian, thi tt cho cai sy ... minh nghi 1a n6 vira t6t cho sy phat trién nhan
cach, vira tot cho viéc giai tri. Thi hoi nho, 1a do bd me, do me minh, me minh ké chuyén
cho minh nghe. Thi giéng nhu 1 true khi di nga, dém nao ciing ké chuyén cho minh
nghe. Sau day, me minh ciing rat 1 thich doc sich nén me minh ciing hay mua sach vé,
thé nén minh lai c6 thém mot cai kho tang moi. 6 Viét Nam thi khi ma di hoc, 1én cp
mot di hoc thi thuong trong nhiing cudn sach tiéng Viét, ngoai nhirng bai tap doc nho nho
s€ ¢ nhimg cau truyén c0 tich gian luge. Tuc 1a nguoi ta da luge bot mot s6 chi tiét
khong can thiét va nguoi ta tom gon cau chuyén lai dé cho hoc sinh doc.



English Translation:

Interviewer: When you were little, did you read folktales regularly? How did it influence
you?

Interviewee: [ read a lot ... from Andersen’s' children’s stories, Brothers Grimm’s?
folktales, to Vietnamese folktales. I think that ... I don’t know if it’s good or not, but
having read those stories, I believe in an ideal life and the chain of cause and effect in
life. If you lead a virtuous life and treat others generously, good things will come to you.
Even if bad luck comes, you will be rewarded later with good luck. So I think I have
believed in that up to now. I still believe that in this life, you just need to do your best, or
live with goodwill, and then you will meet with good luck.

Interviewer: Books that people read when they are little help to cultivate their
personality in later life. That is why children’s stories lead people to the truth,
beneficence and beauty. They lead people to goodwill.

Interviewee: That’s right.
Interviewer: Do you agree that kids should read more children’s stories?

Interviewee: I agree because I think that ... just as you said, children’s stories emanate a
humane beauty and thus lead people to goodwill. In addition, children’s stories are both
meaningful and light, and at times humorous. It suits young children, those who do not
have a lot to think about. Children’s stories are also pretty simple, so I think they are
good for the cultivation of personality and for entertainment. When I was small, my
parents often read these stories to me. My mother often read them to me before bedtime.
In addition, because my mother loved to read, she often bought books, so I had a great
source [of children’s stories]. In Vietnam, during elementary school, in Vietnamese
language books, apart from small reading passages, there were simplified children’s
stories. Those stories were free of unnecessary details and shortened for students.

' Hans Christian Andersen was a Danish author, fairytale writer and poet, noted for his children’s stories.
These stories include “The Snow Queen,” “The Little Mermaid,” and “The Little Match Girl,” among
others. (Hans Christian Andersen. (n.d.). In Wikipedia. Retrieved January 24, 2012, from
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hans_Christian_Andersen)

? The Brothers Grimm were academics who collected folklore and published several collections of it as
Grimm's Fairy Tales. (Brothers Grimm. (n.d.). In Wikipedia. Retrieved January 24, 2012, from
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brothers Grimm)
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