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Taking the Bus in Hanoi

Vietnamese Transcript:
Ngudi phéng van: Tir nha cdu ma dén truong thi mat khoang bao 1au?

Ngudi dwge phéng van: Tir nha té ma dén trudng néu ma di xe buyt thi még khoang 15
phut. Ngay xua thi t& c¢6 di xe dap nhung ma vi ... sau day ... thi ... Xe dap bo me thay t&
di xe dap khong an toan cho 1am. T¢ di rat 1a nhanh va au.

Ngudi phéng van: Ma dudong xa & Ha Noi thi nhu thé nao ha cau?

Ngudi dwge phéng vin: Puong xa ¢ Ha Noi thi ... thuc ra lac t¢ di thi cling binh thuong
tai vi budi sang som, khong c6 nhiéu xe c6 lim. Nhung ma, bd me t& thi rat 1a can than.
Thé nén méi nghi 13 t& di bang xe buyt thi an toan hon. Mic du xe buyt thi rat 1a dong. Vi
hoc sinh di hoc béng xe buyt rat 1 nhiéu. Thé nén 14, cling hoi mét, cling vét va ma thoi
gian doi chd xe buyt thi ... cling mét nhiéu thoi gian. Nhung ma vi bd me t& mudn t6 di
xe buyt nén t¢ di xe buyt. Con thoi gian dau thi thyc ra t6 di xe dap.

Ngudi phong van: Thé thi 4 ... hé thong xe buyt thi & Ha Noi nhu thé nao ha cau?

Nguodi dwge phéng van: Té thiy xe buyt & Ha Noi thir nhat 1a rit dong, vi dong quéa nén
ho khong c6 du xe buyt dé dap ung nhu cau cua moi nguoi. Thé nén rang 1a thuong
xuyeén xay ra tinh trang bo bén.

Nguoi phéng van: O, bo bén nghia la...

Nguoi dwge phéng van: Xe buyt s& khong ding lai bén dd day, ma sé chay ... qua bén
day ma khong ding ma di thang luén. Thé nén 14 nhiéu khi rat 1a bat tién vi nhiéu khi xe
buyt b bén xong thi minh phai doi xe tiép theo, ma nhu thé s& mudn hoc. Va thinh
thoang xe buyt lai c6 moc thi nita. Thé nén ciing khong dugc an toan cho 1am. Nhu vay
nén 13 t6 ... t& thiy xe buyt khong duoc tot 1am. Ma thyc ra, néi nhu vay thoéi nhung ma
cling khong phai c6 qua nhiéu moéc thi, chi co nhitng chd ... tai ¢6 rat 1a nhiéu bén ma tai
vi nhitng bén d6 ddy rat 1a dong, n6 gan cac trudng dai hoc, hoc sinh rat 1a nhiéu, c6 dong
ngudi thi méi c6 moc tai, con dau phan 16n thi cling van rat 14 an toan, khong van dé gi
ca.

Nguoi phong van: Thé con gio gic thi nhu thé nao?

Nguoi dwge phéng van: Gio gic thi néu ma khong qua dong, hoic khong phai gio cao
diém, c6 tac duong thi xe buyt chay kha 1a dung gio.

Ngudi phéng van: Thé thi ddi tuong thuong di xe buyt 1a ...



Nguoi dwge phéng van: £)01 tuong di xe buyt thi rat da dang nhung chu yéu 1a sinh vién
hoc sinh. Tai vi di xe buyt rat ré va rat tién. Tai vi xe buyt & Ha Noi gan nhu 1a chay toi
moi ngd ngach. Khong phai nhu bén nay xe buyt chi chay ... chi dung ¢ mét s0 cac bén
dd va cac bén dd xa nhau. Nhung tai vi & Ha Noi thi xe buyt rat 1a tién, di dau ciing co thé
di bang xe buyt dugc. Nén 1a moi nguoi ... ma sinh vién hoc sinh thi thuong ... chil yéu
sinh vién hoc sinh & Ha Noi 1a tir cac tinh phia ngoai dén, khong phai & Ha Noi thé nén
ho ... Giang nghi 12 tai vi phai trang trai cudc séng nhiéu nén di xe buyt thi khong tén
kém nhu 13 cac phuong tién khac. Phan 16n moi ngudi di xe buyt. Ngoai ra thi con ¢o
cong nhan vién chue...

English Translation:
Interviewer: How long does it take you to get to school?

Interviewee: It takes me 15 minutes by bus to get to school. I used to ride my bike to
school, but after a while, my parents did not think riding a bike would be safe. I rode very
fast and carelessly.

Interviewer: What are streets in Hanoi like?

Interviewee: Streets in Hanoi ... Actually, when I go in the early morning, there is not a
lot of traffic. But my parents are extra careful. Therefore they think that it will be safer
for me to go by bus, even though the bus is so crowded, since so many students go to
school by bus. So, it is a bit tiring and strenuous, and it takes a long time ... to wait for
the bus. But because my parents want me to, I go by bus. But in the past I went by bike to
school.

Interviewer: So ... what is the bus system like in Hanoi?

Interviewee: I think that buses in Hanoi are very crowded; [they are] so crowded because
there are not enough buses to satisfy people’s needs. Therefore, bus drivers missing stops
is very common.

Interviewer: Oh, missing stops means ...

Interviewee: The bus will not stop at the bus stop, and instead will run past that bus stop.
Therefore, it is at times very inconvenient because I will have to wait for the next bus,
and that means I’1l be late for school. And occasionally on the bus there are pickpockets.
Therefore it is not very safe. So I ... I think buses are not so good. Actually, that does not
mean there are a lot of pickpockets, only in places ... because there are so many bus stops
there and these stops are overcrowded ... near universities, are there pickpockets because
so many people wait for the bus. But mostly buses are safe, so there’s no problem.

Interviewer: What about time?



Interviewee: If buses are not too crowded, or if it is not during rush hour, they travel
fairly on time.

Interviewer: So people going by bus often are ...

Interviewee: People on the bus are very diverse, but mostly university and high school
students, because going by bus is very cheap and convenient, and buses in Hanoi can go
virtually everywhere. It’s not like here [in the US] where buses only stop at certain stops
and bus stations are so far from each other. But buses in Hanoi are very convenient, so
you can go everywhere by bus. So everyone ... mostly university and high school
students in Hanoi come from other cities and provinces, not from Hanoi so ... Giang
[interviewee’s name] think that because they live on a limited budget so going bus will be
less costly than other transportation. Mostly students go by bus. Other than that, there are
workers and officials...
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