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Weddings in Western and Eastern Ukraine

Ukrainian transcript:

Hap’s: Hacnpani, Tpaauilii 30eperiaucs... B CeIl BOHH 30€periiucs Kpale HiXK y MiCTax,
TOOTO y MiCTax 3apa3 Take ypOaHi30BaHE KUTTS, B pO3yMi€Te MEHE. A B Celax, BECLIISA
— 11 HAaUTIO3WTHBHIIIIA Ta HAWTOJIOBHIIIA TPAAMIIIS B YKpaiHi, BOHA CBATKYETHCS Y TPH
IHI.

HacnpaBai Tpaauiii pi3HATHCS Ha 3aXigHil Ta Ha cXigHiN YkpaiHi. S BaM po3moBiM Ipo
3axiJiHy, TOMYIIIO BOHA TaKa HaIllOBHEHA TPaauIlisMH. T00TO mepmumii 1eHb, HapeueHa Ta
HapedyeHui He 6ayaTh OMH OHOT0, TOOTO BOHU TOTYIOTHCS 10 CBaJb0U, 10 BECLIIIA.
HapedeHa 3i CBO€I0 MaMOI0, a2 HAPEYCHUH 31 CBOIMHU JIPY3SIMH Ta CBOEIO POIHHOIO.
Jlpyruii 1eHb — 1€ CBSITO, TOOTO camMe BECUIIIs, POCIIHC, PALIC1 a0o J1e BOHU TaM
PEECTPYIOTH CBi IIUTI00. A TpeTiil IeHi — 11e CBATKYBaHHA. CBITKYBaHHS MIOYMHAETHCS 3
paHKy i 10 caMoi HOYi. 3ampoIyIoTh IIiJie Cel0, TOOTO BCI, 1 Ti XTO 3HAIOTH IiX MOJIOISAT,
Ti XTO HaBITh HE3HAWOMI 3 HUMH, BOHHU BCI IPUXOATh 1 IPUHOCSTH SKICh TIOJIAPYHKH, 1
0a)karoTh iM BCHOTO HAMKPAIIOTO, 1 KOXaHHS, 1 1aay y BiqHOCHHAX. | Tak e
MIPOIOBXKYEThCS IUTAHN JICHB.

Hacrs [in Russian]: MHTepecHo. A 4yeM OTIMYAIOTCS TPAIUIIMU Ha 3aMaHON YKpanHe
OT BOCTOYHOM?

Hap’s: Ha cxigHuit YkpaiHi Bce 11e B O/IMH JIeHb 1 Ha CXiHIM YKpaiHi He Tak 6araTo
cenuI, TOOTO 51 Maro Ha yBa3i MiCTa BEJIMKI 3arojioM. |y BEIMKUX MiCTaX MOJIOATA
3a3BUYAil... elIEeMEHTAMU TPAJMIIIN € BiBIYBaHHS JESKUX MaM’ ITOK apXiTEKTypH Ta
ICTOpHYHUX TIaM’ITOK a0o maM’atok Jleniny. JlonuH1 30epernacs s TpaguIlis, SKIIo y
MICTi € maM’ITHUK JIeHiHy, TO MOJIOJIATa BIIBIYIOTh HOT0, KJIAIyTh KBITH Y TTOIHINOKS.

English translation:

Daria: Actually, traditions are preserved better in the villages than in the cities, because
in the cities there is an urban lifestyle, if you know what I mean. And in the Ukrainian
villages, a wedding — the most positive and the most important tradition — is celebrated
in three days.

Actually, the traditions are different in western [Ukraine] and in eastern Ukraine. I will
tell you about western [Ukraine], because it is so full of traditions. So, [on the] first day
the bride and the groom do not see each other, as they are preparing for the wedding.

' PAIIC stands for Peectpartist akTiB nuBinbHoOro crany (Reyestratsiya aktiv tsyvil’noho stanu), which is an
office for civil acts registration, or a civil registry office. Civil acts may include the birth of a child,
marriage, divorce, and death. In addition to registering their marriage with PAIIC, a couple may choose to
have a church ceremony as well.



The bride [prepares] with her mother, and the groom with his friends and his family.
The second day is the wedding itself, a registry of the act of marriage in a civil registry
office or in whichever place they do it*. The third day is the celebration. The
celebration starts in the morning and lasts until the night. The whole village is invited
[to the celebration]; I mean all [the villagers], those who know the newlyweds and even
those who don’t know them. They all come and bring some presents and wish [the
couple] all the best, love and peace in their family. And this goes on all day.

Nastia: Interesting. So, how are the traditions in western Ukraine different from eastern
[Ukraine]?

Daria: In eastern Ukraine, everything happens in one day. There are not many villages
in eastern Ukraine. I mean in general cities are big. And in big cities, newlyweds
usually... There is a tradition to visit some monuments, historic sites, and statues of
Lenin®. There is still a tradition that, if the city has a monument to Lenin, the couple
will visit it [and] bring flowers.

About CultureTalk: CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study of World
Languages and housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides students of language and culture
with samples of people talking about their lives in the languages they use every day. The participants in
CultureTalk interviews and discussions are of many different ages and walks of life. They are free to
express themselves as they wish. The ideas and opinions presented here are those of the participants.
Inclusion in CultureTalk does not represent endorsement of these ideas or opinions by the Five College
Center for the Study of World Languages, Five Colleges, Incorporated, or any of its member institutions:
Ambherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College and the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst.

© 2012 Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and Five Colleges, Incorporated

? The speaker uses the abbreviation RAGS (PALIC), which stands for Reyestratsiya aktiv tsyvil’noho stanu
(Peecrparis akTiB nuBineHOTO cTany), meaning an office for civil acts registration, or a civil registry office.
Civil acts may include the birth of a child, marriage, divorce, and death. In addition to registering their
marriage with RAGS, a couple may choose to have a church ceremony as well.

3 There were numerous monuments to Vladimir Lenin in the Soviet Union. After the collapse of the USSR
in 1991, many of these were damaged or removed. But in some of the former Soviet Republics, including
Ukraine, a lot of monuments still remain intact. (List of statues of Lenin. (n.d.). In Wikipedia. Retrieved
July 30, 2012, from

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=List_of statues of Lenin&oldid=503879455)
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