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Personal Interactions in Ukraine and the U.S.

Russian transcript:

Jla, yKpauHCKHe JII0[I1 OYEHb OTIMYAIOTCSA OT aMEepPUKAaHCKUX. JlOMyCTHM, €ClM Thl HE
3HACIIb KOT'O-TO HUJIU MPOCTO BCTPETUII KOI'O-TO HA YJIUILEC, JJIOAU HC KAKYTCA T€6€
TaKMMH BEXKJIMBBIMU, OHU Te€O€ HUKOTIa HE YIBIOHYTCS U HE CKaxXyT Tebe npuseT. [laxe
TOJILKO BbE€3Kasi Ha YKpauHy, B a3pONOPTY ThHI YK€ YBUIHUIIb Pa3HULLy — TeOe B
MacnopTHOM cToJie HUKTO He ckaxeT: «IIpuBer! Kak nema? Xopomio npusnerena?y
TeGe kaxkeTcs, 4TO JIIOJM TaKue rpyOble 3/1eCh, HEBEXKIIUBBIC. .. HO TAK)KE B Mara3uHe
Tebe MOTYT HaKpHyaTh WU, €CJIA Thl CTOUIIB B OYEPEIU, KTO-TO MOXKET Ipy0Oo0 BIE3Th
nepes T000i. Ho 3T0 TOIBKO B3I CO CTOPOHBI.

Ecnu T, KOHEUHO, TO3HAKOMHUIIBCS C YETIOBEKOM. .. H OH OKa)KETCSI COBEPIIICHHO
npyruM. Ecnu mpuaenib B rocTH, TeOs 00513aTeTbHO HAKOPMST, HAMOAT Te0sT; 0YCHB
Apy’keno0HbIe U oepKat Te0s B TPYIHYI0 MUHYTY, €CITU TeOe HY>KHO 3TO.

English translation:

Ukrainian people are very different from Americans. Let’s say, if you [as an American in
Ukraine] don’t know somebody and just walk by somebody on the street, people will not
seem very polite to you. They will never smile at you or say hi. Even when you are just
arriving to Ukraine, at the airport you will notice the difference — at immigration nobody
will ever say to you: “Hi! How are you? Did you have a nice flight?” You will think
that people are very rude and impolite there. Even at a store, someone might yell at you,
or if you are standing in line, someone might rudely cut the line in front of you. However,
this is just a view from outside.

If you get to know a person, he will appear totally different. If you come to visit [his
house], he will feed you, give you a drink; [people] are very friendly and will support you
in difficult times, when you really need it.
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