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From Crete to Tarsus

Turkish transcript:
Mine: Dede sen Girit'lisin di mi?

Ali: Benim babam dedem 1915 yilinda, harp biterken beraber, Yunanistan oradaki Kibris,
Girit adasindaki Tiirklere tacizlik yapinca, isim ve adlar1 degistirmek isteyince, benim
babam da asli nesli Tiirk oldugu i¢in, hepsini ¢orunu gocugunu toplams, Izmir'e
gelmisler. Oradan, Girit adasindan, Tiirkiye'ye gd¢ etmis dedem. izmir'den de Tarsus'ta,
cete muharebeleri olunca, babamla dedem -babam o zaman 16 yaslarinda delikanliymis-
babam Hebilli kdyiinde, diismanlar, Fransizlar baskin edince dedem tutmus kumpanya
kendine birkag kisi toplamis Tiirkleri, o Mersin'in Hebilli kdyiine tecaviize gitmis ve
orada Fransizlar't kovmuslar. Hebilli Koyiindeki kaleye Tiirk bayragini benim dedem
cekmis.

Nadide: Burda. Tarsus'ta.
Hediye: Tabii.

Ali: Ondan sonra orada kalinca babam da yetisince, babam orada hem imamlik yapmis
koyde, hem de muhtarlik yapmis ve boylece kdylerden aldigi[incomplete sentence].
Aileleri vefat edince sehre gelmisgler. Sehirde yerli olan annemi almis. Annemden de bir
tek ben sag olarak kaldim ve bdylece 25-30 sene annem ve babam bir arada gelinleriyle
beraber yasadilar, mesut kaldilar. Ondan sonra ben ¢oluk ¢ocuga karisinca ben arsa
almaya basladim. Arsa alinca ev yaptim. Columu ¢ocugumu yuvama ayirdim. Ondan
sonra babam vefat edince tekrar, annem tek kalinca, yanina vardik. Yaninda da
niifuslarim ¢ogalinca, yine ben bir arsa aldim. Ev yaptim. Columu ¢ocugumu orada
yetistirdim. Ondan sonra benim yerim miitahitler tarafindan kata gitti. Bana iki daire bir
diikkan miitahit tarafindan verildi. Simdi 6 senedir, ¢ok mesut, ¢ok bahtiyarim. Allah'a
hamdi stikiirler olsun. Cenab-1 Allah bana bu yurdu yuvay1 layik gordii.

English translation:
Mine: Grandpa, you are from Crete, right?

Ali: In 1915, when the war was about to be over, my father and grandfather . . . when
Greece abused the Turks in Cyprus and Crete, when they wanted to [make them]change
their names, since my dad was a Turk, they all brought their children and family and
emigrated to Izmir. From there, from the island of Crete, my dad and my grandfather --
my dad was a 16-year-old teenager then -- my dad . . . when [they were] in the village of
Hebilli, the enemy attacked, the French. My grandfather collected some people and went
to the Hebilli village of Mersin and got rid of the French. My grandfather is the one who
put the Turkish flag in the castle in the village of Hebilli.



Nadide: Here in Tarsus.
Hediye: Yes.

Ali: Then we stayed there, and my dad grew up there. My dad came to be the imam of
the village, and he also acted as the mayor of the village, and with the things he got from
the villages . . . . When their families passed away, they moved to the city. He got
married to my mom, who was a native of the city. I am the only [child] of my mother’s
who is still alive . . . and so my mom and my dad lived together with their bride
(daughter-in-law) for about 25-30 years, and stayed happy. Then, when I started to have
children, I started to buy land, too. When I bought land, I built a house. I moved away
with my children. Then when my dad passed away, when my mom was left alone, we
moved in next to her. Once, while we were staying with there, our number increased
again. I bought another [piece of] land. I built a house. I put my children there. Then
my place was taken over by contractors to build an apartment complex. They gave me
two apartments. Now, for six years, | have been really happy. Thanks be to God! God
gave me this land and this home.
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