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Sertap Erener Wins for Turkey

Turkish transcript:
G: Tiirkiye’de nasil karsilandi Sertap Erener’in birinci olmasi1?

H: Simdi ona gelicem(correct form: gelecegim), dolayisiyla bu kotii sonuglara artik bir
dur dedi bizim ulusal kanal basindaki yoneticiler, ve iste dediler ilk kez bdyle birsey
oluyor gidelim bir normalde hep ulusal bir yarisma diizenlenirdi, iste ilk defa olarak tiirk
eurovizyon tarihinde, TRT bir karar veriyor ve ulusal yarigsma diizenlenirdi eskiden,

ulusal yarisma yapmayip dogrudan {inlii bir pop sarkicisina teklif gotiiriiliiyor ki bu
Sertap Erener oluyor, Sertap Erener kabul ediyor ve kendi sarkisini yapip kendi sarkisiyla
katiliyor, tamamen ingilizce olan, ve bu yarigsma dncesinde televizyonlarda yayinlaniyor
iste klipler gosteriliyor ve Tiirkiye’de ve televizyonda, gazetelerde bayagi bir olay oluyor,
tartisiliyor nasil olur da Tiirkiye adina bir ingilizce sarki yarigabilir diye. Bence gayet
yerinde bir karar, demin de bahsettigim gibi, ne kadar ¢ok kisiye hitap ederse o sarki o
kadar ¢ok oy toplayabiliyor ve sonucta Sertap Erener birinci oluyor ama son ana kadar
biiyiik bir cekismeyle, ve zaten ben diyorum artik su an hatirlamiyorum hangi iilkeyle
yaristigimizi da..

G: Yunanistan’d1 galiba?

H: Yok ¢ekigsmedik Yunanistan’la, baska bir iilkeyle ¢ekisiyorduk, ama diyordum artik
son iilke puanlarinmi agikliycak(correct form: ag¢iklayacak) 6yle, yarisma sonunda her iilke
kendi puanlarin1 acgikliyor, kendi iilkesine veremiyor tabi, diger iilkelere ka¢ puan
verdigini agikliyor, sira son iilkeye geliyor ve hala Tiirkiye geride ve ben diyorum artik
eger yine birinci olamazsak ben izlemekten vazgegicem(correct form: vazgegecegim) bu
yarigmay1 ama sonunda birinci oluyoruz ve ¢ok giizel oluyor! Boylece yine eski ilgi,
tamam belki yine insanlar o zaman televizyon karsisina gegip izlemiyorlar yarismayr ama
yine en azindan tartigilir bir hale geliyor yine eurovizyon.

English translation:
G: How was the championship of Sertap Erener received in Turkey?

H: TI’ll talk about that in a few [minutes]. The administrators of our national channel
brought an end to the bad results, and they decided not to organize a national contest.
Previously national contests were organized, so for the first time in the history of Turkish
Eurovision, TRT decided not to organize a national contest and directly made a proposal
to a famous pop-singer who happened to be Sertap Erener. Sertap Erener accepted and
made her own song and participated with her own song, which is a song completely in
English, the video clips were broadcasted on TV before the contest and in Turkey, in the
media, it become a huge event. In television channels and in newspapers, it was discussed



as to how come an English song could represent Turkey in the contest. I think that was
the right decision, as I explained before, if the song addresses more people it receives
more votes and at the end Sertap Erener won the contest, but it was a competition until
the last minute, now I can not remember which country we were competing with . . .

G: I guess it was Greece?

H: No, we did not compete with Greece, we were competing with another country. So |
was thinking when the last country was going to announce its points, (starts explaining)
at the end of the contest each country announces their points, but they don’t vote for their
own country obviously, it announces how many points that they have given to other
countries, and when it comes to the last country, Turkey was still behind and I was
thinking that if we don’t win this time I will stop watching this contest, but in the end we
were placed first and it was great! In this way, the previous attention to the contest was
revived, although maybe people are not watching it on TV with the old enthusiasm, but
Eurovision became something to talk about again.
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