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Living Independently for the First Time 

 

 

Tunisian Arabic transcript: 
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English Transcript: 

 

SE: When you came here to the USA, did you see any difference? was there a culture 
shock? 
SO: In reality, in terms of shocks, there was a shock for me but it wasn’t so much culture 
shock as much as it was social shock. I was used to a certain type of social life and when 
I came to the USA, it completely turned upside-down. I am a person who never lived far 
from her family; I never rented a house independent from my family’s house. I have 
always lived with my mother and sisters. It was a first experience and in a country very 
far from Tunisia. I wouldn’t say that it was a difficult experience because, thank God, I 
managed to handle it and I became accustomed to this style of living.    
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