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The relationships between family members are usually determined by age. There are very 
few people who are uneducated or unaware of how to relate to their children and the way 
one treats his son differently from his daughter, if he has one. But for the most part, it is 
common that the girl is closer to her mother than to her father. The woman in Tunisia is a 
working mother, which means that the majority or, let me say, a large percentage of 
women in Tunisia work. The amount of time they spend in the house is as much as the 
father. Before, it used to be that the woman is in the house to look after her children, to 
oversee their needs and to cook for them. But now, the same time the mother spends in 
the house, the father spends in the house too. This means that the factor of time does not 
dominate in this case. The mother and father usually take vacation in the summer at the 
same time. For example, my mother works and we are three girls in the house. So, during 
the day, we all go to school and she goes to work. The only time we meet is at night; we 
sit together and chat, and if I have a problem I ask for her advice. But during the summer, 
she takes vacation at that time because we are on break and we don’t have school. She 
takes off a month or three Fridays [three weeks]; it all depends on the work 
circumstances. As I told you, the girl can only trust her mother with her secrets. But this 
is not always true. For example, from personal experience, I am closer to my sister 
because we are close in age – only two years apart – and she understands me, my 
problems and my moods. If I tell her something, she understands because we are from the 
same generation. There are things that, if I told my mother, she would not be able to 
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understand me. I feel more comfortable telling my sister about certain issues and she can 
tell me how to behave or not to behave.  
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