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Foreign Language Speaking Among Tunisians

Tunisian Arabic transcript:
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English Transcript:

- Tell me about the other languages spoken in Tunisia. You talked about the Tunisian
dialect and, of course, most of the people can speak the Standard Arabic. Tunisia was a
French colony?

- It is true: Tunisia was a French colony; the independence took place in 1956. The
French colonizer left a huge influence on the Tunisian society, mainly on the education
system. Since Tunisia was a French colony, the first foreign language taught in primary
school is the French language. We start teaching the French language in the 31 year of
primary school. It means that the child is 8 years old. In the 6™ year, which means that he
is 11years old, he starts learning the English language. In high school he chooses to study
any language he wants since it is an optional language: Spanish, Italian... He chooses.
We have said that Tunisia is a touristy country — that is why the relationship between the
Tunisian and languages is important and somehow easy. It means that Tunisians are
ready and good in learning foreign languages. You can easily find a Tunisian who is able
to speak 3 or 4 languages. The French language—as we said, it is taught since primary
school. The English language is newly implemented in primary school, so it will be more
and more used. We said that Tunisia is a tourist country — that is why you can find
merchants (those who deal with tourists) able to speak different languages like Spanish,
English, Italian.
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