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Roots of the Tunisian Dialect

Tunisian Arabic transcript:
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English Transcript:

SO: The language that we speak in Tunisia is Arabic which, obviously, is the colloquial
Arabic and not the Standard. It is also the case for other Arab countries like Algeria and
Morocco; each country speaks a different dialect, but the common language that unites us
as Arab-Muslims is classical Arabic. The dialect [in Tunisia] is sort of close to the one in
Morocco. If you hear a Tunisian person speaking, you can hear a mixture of Berber
language and Arabic. This is to say that language is a mixture of many civilizations.
Why? This is because Tunisia knew many civilizations and the most important ones are
the Phoenicians, the Carthaginians and the Romans.

SE: Why is the Tunisian dialect mixed — why does it have a mixture of languages?

SO: It has a mixture of languages because the Berbers, the Carthaginians, the
Phoenicians and the Romans lived in Tunisia. Tunisia knew many civilizations and that is
why you find the Tunisian language with many words from different places. For instance,
the word “many” or “a lot” is originally Berber. Even the Amazigh [Berber people] lived
in Tunisia.
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