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The Story of Elissa and the Founding of Carthage
Part 1
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English Transcript:

Today, we will talk about Carthage, which is currently known as Tunisia. We will talk
about Carthage because it was one of the most important capitals in the old historical
period ...aaa... So, we are going to talk about the woman who founded Carthage — it was
a woman who founded Carthage and her name was Elissa. They also call her Dido. We
have many places in Tunisia that are named after Dido, which is the same as “Elissa”.
She was a Phoenician queen and she was the daughter of the King Mutho. He was the
king of ...aaa... a big city called Tyre; and she also was the sister of ...aaa... the prince
Pygmalion... So, Elissa was married to... aaa... a priest ...ummm... When her father
died (the King Mutho), Pygmalion wanted to take the power and take over the throne. So,
what he did was that he killed the husband of his sister Elissa. On her part, because she
was afraid that her brother would kill her so that he could take over the throne, she ran
away. Before she ran away, she took with her a large amount of wealth from the wealth
of the country and she also took with her arms — a large amount of arms and ummm...
ships, of course, since ships were the common means of transportation for people to
travel and trade with. Also, some men high in the government ran away with her because
they were afraid that Pygmalion would kill them since he, as we said, wanted to make
...umm... people follow him or follow his system. And so... umm... because they were
afraid for their lives, they ran away with Elissa. When Elissa ran away, she had a plan set
in her mind: She would escape, travel to a place far away from her brother’s kingdom and
stay in the East. This was her plan. But, after a long journey by sea, Elissa arrived at the
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land of Africa — the continent of Africa. She found there a region by the sea, which
means, as we say, they arrived to a costal area ...aaa... Its location was strategic in terms
of geography, commerce ...aaa... —by the Mediterranean Sea, a region where agriculture
is possible; meaning, agriculture is an important factor ...ummm... This region, of
course, is Tunisia. And so, Elissa liked it; she liked the area, and she and the others with
her decided to stay in this region. And they were to organize their life on the principle
that agriculture and commerce would be the most important of their economic activities.
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