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Desert Climate and Rivers

Russian transcript:

- Kiinmar pe3ko KOHTHHEHTaNbHBIN U reorpaduueckoe MmojaoKeHue 0YeHb XOpOIlIoe, KaK 5
TOBOPHJI, IPSAM B LIEHTpE...80 MpOoLIeHTOB TeppUTOpHH 3TO necku Kapakyma, )xapko, 0ueHb
*apko. B mycteiHe foxoaut 10 75 rpanycos no Lleabcuto, 310 mo @apeHrenTy ecinu
nepecuuThiBaTh, To 167-170 BeIxoAUT. S 3/1€Ch aMepuKaHILIaM TOBOPUJI KOTOPBIE..." CKOJIBKO,
CKOJIBKO", TOBOPAT, 51 ToBOpIO, "167-170 rpanycoB mo ®dapenreiity". "/la HE MOXKET OBITH, 3TO
e, TOBOPSAIT, KUMIATOK". Sl roBOpIO, "Na, U €CTh KUMSATOK, U €CTh, IISITh MUHYT B 3€MJIIO 3aK...3...B
MECOK B IYCThIHE AMII0 3aKalbIBaCIllb, Yepe3 MSATh MUHYTE OHO roTOBO". "Kak Bbl Tam sxuBéte?",
roBopAT. "A BOT Tak M )kuBéM". Ceiluac B yCThIHE, MOXKET IIO3TOMY TSKEIO... JaéTcs
3TO...He(PTh, ra3, 0OBIYHO B MECKaX K€, TPYAHO H0ObIBacMbIie MecTa... Hy Tak, mpu Kacniniickue
paiions! TypkMmeHuu ceiiyac Ha MoabEME, IOTOMY UTO OOJIbIIAs YacTh HEPTH TaMm,
ras...lleTpabHbIE U I0)KHBIE...BUJIOSITHI, 00JIaCTs...3aMa/iHble, 3arnagHas 4acTb HeTh, BOCTOUHAs
4acTh 3TO MOOEpEkKbsi AMyIapbH, TaM B OCHOBHOM CEIIbCKOXO03SHCTBEHHAs MPOYKIINS, XIIOMOK,
3epHo... CeBepHas 4acTh puc, TamaBy3ckas o6maacts 3To. Hy rpannuunt ¢ Kazaxcranowm,
Adranucran, Upan, Y30ekucras.

- Peku ectb BOOOLIE?

- Ma, Amynapss....ecTb camast 6ombinas peka CpenHeit A3un AMyzaapbsi, TOTOM 10 MEHBIIIE
peku Mypra0, Atpek, ['ypren. EcTe odeHb Takoii, a ero BOOOIIIe-T0 MOKHO OTHECTH K 3TOMY,
HSKOHOMHYECKU KPYMHEUIIHIA TPOEKT, 3TO KaHaJl, paHblle Obl KaHal uMeHu Bnagumupa Uinbpuua
JlennHa, TpOTSHKEHHOCTh THICSYH C YEM TO KUJUIOMETPOB, COCIUHSIONIMN AMYIapbio C
Kacnuiickum MopeM, OH Ha cTaauu 3aBepiieHus. Ilocne pa3Baia coro3a CTpOMITEILCTBO
MIPEKPATHUJICS, OH TJIe-TO ceitvac moJ...moj Hebut-Jlarom, emé HeMHOTO OCTaIOCh 710
Kacnmiickoro mops. BoT nepebpocka Takoro...Ha Takoe OrpOMHOE PacCTOSHUE, TAKUX KaHAJIOB B
MHpE HET, 3TO €AMHCTBEHHBIN KaHAJ TaKOE€ NPOTHKEHHOCTH U elI€ BCE BpeMs 10 IeckaM. XOTs B
TO BpeMsl ObLIH MTPOEKTHI epedpockH, emmé Bo BpemeHa Cranuna...nepedpocka CuOUphCKUX BOI
Ha Tepputopuu TypkMeHnn u Y30kucTtana. Ho MOXKeT 1 K JTydIieMy 4To 3TH MPOEKTHI HE
pean30BaINUCH...HE 3HAIO.

English translation:

- The climate is sharply continental and the geographic location is very good, as I said, in the
center...80 percent of the territory is [made up of] the sands of Karakum -- hot, very hot. In the
desert it reaches 75° C; if [you] convert [it] to Fahrenheit, then it is 167-170° F. I was telling
Americans here...”how much, how much,” they asked; I told [them] “167-170° F.” “It can’t be,”
they said, “it is sweltering.” I said, “Yeah, it is sweltering ... for five minutes into the ground...
you bury an egg into the sand ... in five minutes it is cooked.” “How do you live there?” they
asked. “Just like this.” Now in the desert, maybe that’s why it is hard...to get this...oil, gas,
usually in the sands, in places where it is hard to get .... Well, now the Caspian regions of
Turkmenistan are in progress [development], because the largest amount of oil is there, gas
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is...[in] the central and southern...provinces...western, the western part is oil; [in] the eastern
part are the banks of Amu Darya -- mostly there is agricultural production, cotton, wheat .... [In]
the northern part is rice, the Tashavuz province. It [Turkmenistan] borders with Kazakhstan,
Afghanistan, Iran, Uzbekistan.

- Are there rivers?

- Yes, the Amu Darya...there is the biggest river in Central Asia, the Amu Darya, then the
smaller ones: the Murgab, the Atrek, the Gurgen. There is such...and actually it can be referred
to this...financially the biggest project. It is a canal; it used to be named after Vladimir Ilyich
Lenin; the length is a thousand and something kilometers; it unites the Amu Darya with the
Caspian sea; it is almost completed. After the fall of the Soviet Union the construction was
stopped, [but] now it is somewhere...near Nebit-Dag, just a bit left to reach the Caspian Sea.
Channeling water of such...for such a huge distance ... there are canals like this in the world; it is
the only canal of this length, and, moreover, through the sands the whole the time. Though at
those times there were schemes [plans] of channeling, since the times of Stalin...channeling the
Siberian Waters to the territories of Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. Maybe it is better that these
schemes have not been realized...I do not know.
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