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Border Relations and Turkmenistan’s Neutrality

Russian transcript:

- Kakne y TypkMeHnCTaHa OTHOIICHHUS C TOCYIapCTBAMU KOTOPBIE IPaHUYAT C
Typkmenucranom?

- B 94 rony TypkMeHHCTaH MOJIy4nJI CTaTyC HEUTpAJINTETA, 3TO €AUHCTBEHHASI IPU3HAHHAS
OOH ctpana, noatomy TypkMeHHCTaH HEUTpaJIbHAS CTpaHa. Y HEE CO BCEME COCEIMHU OUYCHb
XOpOLIME OTHOLIEHUS. JTO, 51 KaKk rOBOpIO, enHCTBeHHas npusHanHast OOH ctpana. Oto
Asctpus u llIBeliniapusi, oHM TOXe HEUTpalibHBIE, Korna ux npusHaBaau OOH He Oput0. Tak
4TO MBI NIepBbIe, eqMHCBeHHas crapana OOH npusHanHas, HelTpanbHas...u...Amxabaz ceifuac
UCIOJIb3YyeTCsl yIa MHOTHX pelIeHel MOoNIuTHYecKuX npobdiaem Adranucrana, Mpanckue Bcrpeun
MIPOU3BOJATCS...a TaK MOTPAaHUYHUX CIIOPOB HU ¢ KeM HeTy. C Kazaxcranom, ¢ Y30ekuctanom
BCE JOr0OBOPA PEILEHBI, XOTs IPaHULA IIPOILIA 10 TAKUM y4acCTKaM II€ OJUH MOCENOK pa3feiI€H
Ha JIBE...0JIUH YIIET B CTOPOHY Y30eKucTaHa, Ipyroi B cropony Typkmenucrana. Oaun
MOCENOK Uepe3 JOpory IpaHmIia...Takas u B Adranucrane Tak...u B Upane, Hy xots B Hpane, s
YK€ paHbllie TOBOPUJI, OKOJIO BOCMH MUJUIMOHOB TYPKMEH JKUBET...TOXKE CAMOE.

- A BoOOI1Ie He BO3HUKAIIM HUKAKHE MTPOOJIEMEL...BOT MEKIY BOT 3TUMHU HAIIMOHATHHOCTIMU
KOTOpBbIE KUBYT B TypkmeHucrane?

- Her,
- Mexy TypKMEHaMHU ¥ PYCCKUMU HIIH. ..

- Her, Her, Takoro...HalMOHAIBHBIX PACTIPUHA TaM HETY, Ha CUET Yero, 3TO eIMHCTBEHHAS 13
OBIBIIMX COIO3HBIX peciyonuk TypkMeHus rie He ObUI0 HAIMOHAIBHBIX PAaCIpUil UIIH...HE OBLIO
Takoro. B aTom moxeT 3aciyra camas riapHas Camapmypana HusizoBa, a octajibHbIE
pecry0iamMKH Bce mponutn yepes 3t1o. Het, mo moemy u Kazaxcran...Kazaxcran Her...HeT, B
Ka3axcrane ObL10 TOXE.

English translation:
- What kind of relationship does Turkmenistan have with the bordering countries?

- In ’94 Turkmenistan received the status of neutrality; it is the only country recognized [as
neutral] by the UN -- that’s why Turkmenistan is a neutral country. It is on good terms with all
the neighboring countries. It is, as I am saying, the only country recognized by the UN. Austria
and Switzerland, they are neutral too; when they were recognized, there was no UN. So we are
the first, the only country recognized by the UN as neutral...and... Ashkhabad is used for solving
many political problems, like Afghanistan ... Iranian meetings are held...there are no border
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issues with anybody. All the agreements are done with Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, though the
borderline went through such areas where one village was divided into two; one [part] went to
Uzbekistan, and the other is on the Turkmen side. [In] one village, the border is on the other side
of the road...the same is with Afghanistan...and Iran, well, though in Iran, as I already said, about
eight million Turkmens live there...the same thing.

- In general, have there been any problems....among these ethnic groups that live in
Turkmenistan?

- No.
- Between Turkmens and Russians or....

- No, no such...there are no ethnic tensions in this case; it is the only one among the former
soviet republics, Turkmenistan, where there were no ethnic problems...there were such things.
This is, probably, Saparmurad Niyazov’s most important service; all the other republics went
through it. No, I think Kazakhstan also [did not]...Kazakhstan, no...no, Kazakhstan has had ... as
well.
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