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Balancing Friends and Family
Levantine Arabic transcript:
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English translation:
As a young guy who is 21 years old, outside of the social life at the university, for
example, there is a social life with friends, family, and with people here in the city. I
mean, I study in a university in another city. So most of the time we spend here in Homs,
for example, is limited to a one entertainment area, which is Al Hamra Street.1 For
example, if we want to spend some time, we have internet cafes, and sometimes we go
out with our friends and play Playstation or things like that. Obligations with…. In
general, the nature of society here imposes on us many obligations with the family. I
mean, for example, occasions, even holidays … it is expected from the girl in this age to
go out with her family to family relatives. Now, it is a very beautiful thing, and it creates
a beautiful relationship between family and relatives, and father’s-side cousins, and
mother’s-side cousins. I mean, from this principle, it creates a very strong relationship
between them… hmmm, but sometimes, one should go out with friends more, hmmm.
That actually depends on the family’s system. Now, for example, I go out with my family
a lot, but I could, when I want to go out, it is not a big problem. I could control a balance
between family and friends.
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Popular Street in Homs; it has Cafés and restaurants with French patio styles.

