
CultureTalk Arab Levant Video Transcripts: http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu 
Smoking and Social Norms 

 

 

Levantine Arabic transcript: 
 

  
  /'.- ,!+* ()'&%؟: ا"!أة -
 .ر(BC D:%اووو@ ، "<?<ع آ):! ";:!، ,!+3 ت7!.56 34 ا: ر01 -
 .3BK "% و/J "5 آ5ن GH!ك اد.-؟ ت7!.56؟ : ا"!أة  -
  3BK.18 "% ('ا.M ا+MK"5N، ت7!.56 آ5ن GH!ي 34 : ر01 -
  ا+'&5ن (S<ر.5؟رW:X، اهTU، 4< نM6S ان)5Q: ا"!أة -
 % 45ت56Q+5) 56.!7ب "% _<ق ال. (\!ا]M، و+< ه3BK. M:6ZC 3 (C Y<ر.5 نM6S آ):! آ6:!ة: ر01 -
 اآ)! : ا"!أة -
 (d+5U'ود : 01ر -
 .3BK ت7!.56 نe ا+K'د ا+56Qب "'&B:%: ا"!أة  -
 W:X ه3jd+5 ه'ا "h. iH 5دي g"!اض ره:M6؟: ا"!أة -
 . ، نM6S آ6:!ة، أ"!اض و ا+)'&:% ا+36ZS، و "5Qآ0 آ):! آ6:!ة .T3BKا.: ر01 -
 3Zk. iH >4 W:X آ0 هM6SB+5 ه3 آ6:!ة ان< ت'&%؟:ا"!أة -
ن (S<ر.5 ان< هZjQ" 3)< اM:H5G(1 أآ)! "% إن5H 5Uدة و تK<د و "5Qآ0 هl ا+MZjQG ا+'&5ن 5BH ه<:ر01 -

564ب .3BK ا+56Qب 5BH ه<ن ر(:5ن:% rZH ان< ا+n !6j:) 5G+ WQزم .j<ن (:'&% nن< ه<ي (:Q<ف اnآ6! 
 WQ+5، ان< اUإن %" !(5دات و ت57+:'، اآH 5.5ه5 ,5رتBH Y)  ،33 هBK. M:G+5H MZjQ" 3ه lه ،%&') >B"

n %&':) !:\. زمn !:6زم .'&% ان< ,5ر آ 
 3BK. W:X، ()7'ر ت'&% و.% "5 آ5ن؟: ا"!أة -
]'.;5 ان< .\:! _:MZjQ" 5 ان< ه<ن (5H 0jQم ا.T، ا+uX5BG ا+tK) ،M"5K اn"5آ% ا+M"5K هZ) l- : ر01 -

%:B&'" 3_ 5" و ه<ن %:B&'" 3_ . 
 (Y ا+5H 0jQ) iH5wGم و ه:* lv4ت آZ:5ت5 : ا"!أة -
 (5H 0jQم ()Z+ xGS'&5ن : ر01 -
 "GS<ح _:5 ا+'&5ن :ا"!أة -
(BH 3_ 0{) 3BK. Y'ك ";l ا+'واz! ا+BG" M:">jd<ع _:5 ا+'&5ن، ا+5K"5Nت% وه3jd+5 ه'ا ان< : ر01 -

 . "BG<ع _:5U ا+'&5ن
 ه'ول _:<ن، ا+G'ارس و اn"<ر ا+)M:G:ZK و اn"<ر ا+M:">jd، "5 _:<ن د&5ن، "BG<ع ا+'&5ن _:<ن :ر01 -
 W:X، ا@، .3BK ا+'&5ن ]jG. 3+5} >7%: ة ا"!ا -
 ت7!.56 ا.T: ر01 -
 اد.- .S+5) >7[ 3BK<ري : ا"!أة -
 (:)!اوح (:% ا+SGk:% و ا+WS[ ،M:G :ر01 -
 &M:G+ %:SG +:!ة، .3BK دوnر او دوnر.% : ا"!أة -
 .K. 3BK)6! آ)6:! ر&:e نZ+ M6S'&5ن (!ا: ا"!أة -
  ا.Z+ M6SB+5) T'&5ن (!ا، ا.T ر&:e آ):!:ر01 -
 W:X 4< ا+W6S ه:*: ا"!أة -
اهT، هl ن5Bd ه<ن ا+'&5ن ا+5BH 3Z ، ا{Z:)< أ3BK. ،36B1 أ{6Z:)< "% (!ا، (D" Y ذ+* (j<ن : ر01 -

e:&3 رZk:) 3Z+ان< ه'ا ا MZjQG+ا Y) ،36B15ري أNت iCا Jdت Y) ه<ن DB\(() l;" 7<دH ن>K/>" .
'&5ن 0v4 ا+Z6'ان اj) Y) ، M:B61n<ن ، (j<ن {5+3 هl (!ا 0v4 ه<ي ";BH l'ون (l6+5د اj) M:6B1n<ن ا+

nن< _T:ZH 3 "\5ر.� ، (j<ن _T:ZH 3 رC<م ]M:">j، (:j<ن _T:ZH 3 ?!ا.W، آ):! آ6:!ة ، nن< ه< 
"BG<ع، او "5 ن< "BG<ع، ه<ي 5Hدة M�:C ا5d:6_ ، 5:H5G(1و+< ا+)5B" �:�k، ا"5 ن5BH 5Bd ه<ن "BH 5'ون 

http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/


) 3BK. ،ع>?>G+5) MZjQ" 5BH 5Bd5ن، ن&'+ M.5Hح ت\:! _3 د>GS" ا!) l5، هBH M:)5N.5ن _3 ن57ط اGآ Y
 .. ه<ن "5_3، ه<ن ";3/l() 5" l (5Q+5رع دM.5H، "5+6<رو أو أي اiC ت5Nري ت5ن:hو وn ])r اiC ت5Nري 

 (N<ز nن<ن "ZGK. 315d) 5< دM.5H: ا"!أة -
(S<ر.3BK. ،%:B&'" M % 50أ5C5C")5B:j[ 5" 0 ه<ي "ZGK. M15[ 3_ 5< دM.5H اn ،5C5Cن< ه<ن : ر01 -

])BH 3_ r'ك أآ)! "% ن<ع "% أن<اع ا+'&5ن، هl ه<ن ا+'&5ن 5BH ا+5K(Gرف T:ZH ن<H:%، اgرآ:MZ و 
3BK. 5رةN:S+5دي، اK+ا+'&5ن ا. 

 اgرMZ:1 ه56H 3رة H% 4<؟: ا"!أة -
:' ان* ت3KZw (!ا ا+J:6 و ('ك ت�S6B ,5رت تZ7:' "% ا+K7'ة +MKZwZ، ,5رت تZ7اgر56H MZ:1رة H% : ر01 -

MKZw+5) 3BK. ':Z7ه:* ,5رت، ت ،MZ:ارآ Yر_57ت*، ()5&' ن� D" 4<ي . 
 اهTU، و "Q(B!ة آ):!؟: ا"!أة -
+��C ا.T ، آiH n5GZ ت�داد آiH n5GZ ت�داد، .3BK ا+MZjQG ان< iH ت�داد (v, M.!GH WSB:!ة : ر01 -

  .  (:6Zw:) >QZZ< ارآ:15MZو  14 و i+5H l;G) 3BK.13 ا5GHرون 
 MBC .'&% أرآ:MZ .'&% د&5ن nن< .Q. 3BK)!ي ";l 14 او W:X13 "5 _3 /5ن<ن (:DBG ان<ن .ZGK< ا(% : ا"!أة- 

  . د&5ن أو .WZw أرآ:5jG) MZن 5Hم
  و _<ق، .0jQ) Y) 3BK /5ن<ن3 ان< (Z7d* ت�<ت18ن5Bd ا+5BH 'd ه<ن (Z6+5'، ان< _:B* ت'&% "% GH! -: ر01 

 (5H 0jQ) 5BH Yم rZH18 اي C<(!"5رآJ او اي "0d ان* ت�<ت تQ)!ي د&5ن 5Hدي، (j. Y<ن GH!ك _<ق 
_3 تH 3?5v% ه5+57ن<ن .3BK "5 ]'ا (:)D6 ه5+7<اH'ن "% ا+i+5K ا+iH 3Z تD:6 و آ0 ا+i+5K ا+D6(:) 3Z د&5ن و ه:* 

  "K6(:[ 5< ا+7<ان:%
  S<ر.r([ %jG. 5، ]' ا+QG!وب، GH! ا+QG!وب اد.-؟ ( -
  18 "5نh(" 3آ' (rZH %jG. Y اWZ}g 21 .5 18، .5 18ا+QG!وب  -
  (Y ه<ن3 ؟18انK) 5!ف ا+'ول اgورو(:M أآ:'  -
  Y) 18 ه<ن3 ، "�6<ظ "�6<ط، ه<ن 18 ن5BH 5Bd ه<ن آ5Gن 18 -
(Y ه<ن3 "<?<ع ا+QG!وب _3 تd'.' اآ)! "% "<?<ع .3BK "5 _3 هg5ر.M:d ان* ت�<ت ان)GH 3!ك  -

 Jdوب و18ت!Q" ي!(Qت�<ت ت  
  _3 أر.M:d آY)18 MZ"5 اذا آ5ن GH!ك  -
  &3BK. eZ ان)GH u[ 3!ك ا+57ن<ن3 ان* تQ)!ي j)18<ن GH!ك  -
"5U:_ r7(Z:) 5 هj�:) i+5H 3_ l!و آ<ن C<ر.5H 0jQ) Mم (Z' إlC"3 ان< .rBKG+5U) 3BK ه'ا "5BKت5 ان<  -

 M:+>dj+و(5ت ا!QGZ+ M6SB+5) D?>+وب أو ه:*، 4< ا!Q"5م؟H 0jQ) 
-  ،M+و'Z+ 3GC!+3 ه<ي ا+'.% اZ+3 ا"lC3 ا+'.% ا�d, 3ر.5 ه>C ،M:+>dj+و(5ت ا!QG+5) 3jd06 "5 ن/ lه

(Y ن5BH 3_ 5Bd تKK'د آ):! آx, 3BK. ،36 أن< C %" M:G+5) %:K6C<ر.5 ه3B إlCم (BH 3_ Y'ك آ5Gن 
"5ن< H'د ,v:!، ا@، _l % 30هX 3B<اM:d:S" �z و أد.5ن أ&!ى، _BH 3'ك نM6S آ):! آ6:!ة % 30

3/l() 33 أي 34 /5ن<نBK. ،وب!Q" 3/l() 3 ه<ن د&5ن و/l() 3/l() 5ديH. 
 
 

English translation: 

 
- How long have you been smoking? 
- Ohhh, a very exciting topic, I have been [smoking] for almost 4 years.  
- I mean, how old were you then? Almost? 
- I mean, with the start of university, I was almost 18 years old.  
- Okay, aha, what is the percentage of smoking in Syria?  
- Frankly, even though it is negative [truth], but I mean, here in Syria, there is a 

very high percentage -- among guys more than 45%.  
- More?  
- In these limits. 
- Yeah, I mean half of the men are smokers.  



- Okay, doesn’t this talk1 cause horrible diseases?  
- Yes, a high percentage, diseases and passive smoking, and a lot of other 

problems, I mean.  
- Okay, what is making this high percentage [of people] smoke? 
- Now, the problem of smoking in Syria is a social problem more than just a habit 

or addiction, and the problem of young people. I mean, young guys are raised [to 
believe] that when a guy grows up he should be smoking, because he sees the 
older guy smoking. Now, it is a global problem, I mean, this problem, but here it 
has became cultural and traditional, more than anything else, that the guy should 
smoke because he is older … he should smoke.  

- Okay, I mean, can you smoke wherever?  
- In general, yes, in public places. Some public places have just started up, that 

there are smoking [sections] and non smoking [sections].  
- But restaurants in general and things like that all…..  
- In general [the business] allows smoking. 
- Smoking is okay. 
- But, I mean, you still have, for example, governmental offices … smoking is 

forbidden, universities, and talk like that... smoking is prohibited in there.  
- These things like schools, educational things, governmental things -- there is no 

smoking, smoking there is…. [forbidden].  
- Aha, okay, I mean, smoking is expensive, I guess? 
- Almost, yes.  
- How much is it in Syrian pounds?  
- 50 to 100 Syrian pounds; it means a dollar or two dollars.  
- I mean, it is considered very cheap comparing to smoking outside?2  
- Yes, comparing to smoking outside, it is very cheap.  
- Okay, what is the reason like that?  
- Aha, now, smoking  [cigarettes] here, most of it is foreign, I mean most of it 

coming from outside, but even with that, they have contracts for example; it is 
made here under a foreign brand name, but the problem is that this is what makes 
it cheap. Now, outside, in foreign countries, cigarettes are made in the foreign 
country itself, but it would be, it would be expensive because they have expenses, 
governmental fees; it would have a lot of taxes, very huge [taxes]. Because it is 
forbidden or it is not forbidden… it is a bad social habit, so they try to reduce it, 
but here they don’t have a problem with it. I mean, here we have some positive 
points, Now, outside, smoking commercials are permitted, here there aren’t.  You 
don’t find a billboards, Marlboro or any other brand name, not even any brand 
name.  

- Perhaps because they don’t need to advertise it.  
- There is no need to advertise it basically, because basically, as we said, 50% are 

smokers in Syria. I mean, you also have more than one type of smoking. Now, 
here the main [types of] smoking are argileh (hookah) and normal smoking -- 
cigarettes I mean.  

- What is hookah?  

                                                 
1 Syrian Colloquial expression: mostly refers to previously mentioned facts in a conversation.  
2 Syrian colloquial expression: refers to outside of the country itself, as in foreign countries.  



- Hookah is now a tradition among “going out” traditions; it has become a tradition 
to go out and want to have fun with friends, so you take argileh; this is how it 
became a tradition of going out.  

- Aha, and is it popular?  
- Unfortunately, yes, and it is increasing. It keeps increasing, and the problem is 

that it’s increasing among a young age group, I mean people who are 13, 14 and 
15 years old people are beginning to order argileh.  

- Okay, isn’t there a law that forbids offering 13 or 14 year-old kids from smoking 
argileh, smoking cigarettes, I mean, like, buying cigarettes or ordering argileh in 
a public place? 

- We until now here in this country, like, you can smoke from 18 and above, I 
mean, in a legal way; that is, when it’s your right to walk into any supermarket or 
any shop, to walk in and buy cigarettes, but you have to be above 18. But here, in 
general, there is tolerance toward this law, I mean, now one follows these rules 
among people who are selling, and all the people who sell cigarettes won’t follow 
these laws.  

- I think, even alcohol … what is the drinking age? In Syria? 
- Drinking … 18?, either 18 or 21, I am not sure, but mostly it is 18.  
- I know that European countries’ [drinking age] is 18 for sure, but here?  
- 18, it is 18 here too, right, right: it is 18.  
- But here, in the matter of drinking, there is more limitation. I mean, there isn’t the 

ease to walk in when you’re under 18, walk in and buy alcohol.  
- But if you were 18, there is a total sense of ease.  
- You are 18, that is it; your legal age right allows you to buy.  
- Now, there are people who think that since Syria is, in general, an Islamic 

country, I mean, it means that you can’t find alcohol or so; so what is the situation 
regarding alcoholic drinks in general?  

- Now, before we speak of alcoholic drinks -- Syria is an Islamic country, as in 
Islam is the official religion of the country. But we have a big variety; I mean, 
right, Islam is 70% of Syria, but you have 30% too, and they are different 
Christian sects and other religions. You have a big percentage, 30% is not a small 
number, aha, so it is normal, you can find here cigarettes and alcohol, you can 
find anything legal.  

 
 
 
 

About CultureTalk: CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study of World 
Languages and housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides students of language and culture 
with samples of people talking about their lives in the languages they use everyday. The participants in 
CultureTalk interviews and discussions are of many different ages and walks of life. They are free to 
express themselves as they wish. The ideas and opinions presented here are those of the participants. 
Inclusion in CultureTalk does not represent endorsement of these ideas or opinions by the Five College 
Center for the Study of World Languages, Five Colleges, Incorporated, or any of its member institutions: 
Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College and the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst.  
 
© 2003-2010 Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and Five Colleges, Incorporated 



 


