
CultureTalk Arab Levant Video Transcripts: http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu 
Private vs. Public Universities 

 
 

Levantine Arabic transcript: 
 

   ص؟3=+ر>; ، ا4:6%89 ا56 *4( 1,23 0 م ، أ&%$# -,+*( أو أ&%$# ": ! رة
 . هD أ&%C ا5A :)*+,-  B0 89%4:6+ى
 >8L4* )B4 اDK6ب I3و-+ا H%0 ج *4 ت -,+*9;؟ : ! رة

 ا># :5A+ى
 C9Q ا4:6%89 اA 5* )*+,P6( أو B4< )N( ا6+ دMN؟: ! رة

^، B9N[ تI$:4ي إA+ ا4:6%89 اA 5* )*+,P6( ت] * ، *],Y3 Zول اB=6; إA+ تT%$* )4NU آ:I9 آ:5A : ،R9=3 I9+ى
B4< T%$* H:- يI$:4ت ]B9N  * ) 

 أد>` ت_I>$ ؟ 3 6=+ري؟: ! رة
 "]=]I96 ;9ة ت_5A :  $<I+ى
 "]=]I96 ;9ة !+ر>; a3 : ! رة

 ا># *  اآ:5A : I+ى
 >I5* )B4د ر!8 *  أآ:I : ! رة

 ر!8 *  أآ:Z* I ه5A : ]9+ى
e ا6]=:+ى اB4* )6 - ]9b3 )[9%4:6 ت  آ1 ا46 86 ^زم تIوح H%0 ا56 *4 ت ا9b3 ;9*+,P6[ - 6(، و ^ آ9: ! رة

 >B4(؟
هD إذا A  AU3_ رن 3 6]=:+ى اZ93 )[9%4:6 ا56 *4 ت اP6,+*9; و اB9N ;f g6[ تI$:4ي ا56 *4 ت ا5A : ;f g6+ى

b:3:8 3]=:+ى ا4:6%89 أآ:b:3 ;jk  * )B4< ،I:8، آ]=:+ى ت4%89 *=:+ى ت4%89 اf g6; أZ* H%0 *=:+ى 
)*+,P6ا . 

 a3 I9:,3 H أآU9 أ&%: ! رة
 ا>#، U3 )B4< ، 4$Qك تI$:4ي *:H *  د"%H%0 m ج *f " ;4; أT%$* )N +A آU3 I9$ك تKP( أ"Iت5A :  b+ى

ا># C9Q 1,23 0 م أ&%C :! رة
 +:4$< H:P6 4+اNU< روU_93 86 46ا
 ̂ و^دن H%0 ج *4 ت " f; و 
   أ&%$Z ل

A+,3+ أه 96+ن k در>Z إA+ن >4NU+ ه T6 $[6 ^ هD أ&%C اDK6ب ا6]+ج+د>Z 3,+ن 3 56 *4 ت ا5A : ;f g6+ى
;f " و^دون 53 *4 ت +KP< روU_< H:P6 )6 0 1 ت$4+ن"U6أه 96+ن *=:+ى ا Z%&3,+ن أ )B4< . 

9N ،C9Q# هI9*Y3 Dn* ،)B4< Dآ  H%0 !$19 اn[6 ل، اU6"+ل H%0 ا56 *4; اf g6; أ&%C اQ ،mk+6$4  *  : ! رة
;f g6ا56 *4 ت ا a3 آ1 ا56 *4 ت )B4< ن+o43 )N 9; و*+,P6ا56 *4 ت ا Z* I:أآ p9:=<I3  b9N 1,23 0 م 

 U3و >,+ن D0* ت+ اC6 K6 أZ* #=6 H%0 ا56 *4 ت اU_< H:P6 ;9*+,P6ر >U"1 0%9+ن، aqA اP6 6; ه+ن 3=+ر> ؟
D46* ت هD4%6 ;$=B6 3 D* ت، اBPA +A  أ&%C اDK6ب اq93 )%6+ت+ " f; 93,+ن *+ض+ع D0* ت ، اA+ ا: 5A+ى

 )B4< a3 ;3+%K* ت *D0 ونUB0 )N 93,+ن ;f g6 3 )B4< ،;f g6ا Z* I9:,3 H%09; 3:,+ن أ*+,P6 3 ;3+%K[6ا
;9*+,P6 3 ;3+%K[6ا Z* I9:,3 1k1 . أf+A +Aأ I9:آ C4f +Aرج ت أU6  ه+$%K93 )%6ت ا *D46ا  A 9-9; أ*+,P6ا

D0 M3أر ]j_B< زم^ Z,[< CQ )%"Uت ]Aا Dn[N ، b6^ CQ )%"Uري تU_ت H:P6 1* ,65]+ع ا* Z* ت *
 ]j_B< ;f g6 3  [B93 )*+,P6 320 25 أوCK6ت; ا+N Z0 ;*D0  . 

 اه ، >B4( شIوط ا6_$+ل 3 56 *4 ت اf g6; : ! رة
 أ>=5A :I+ى
 ... أ>=Z* I ا56 *4 ت ال: ! رة

 أ>=5A : I9:,3 I+ى
 C9Q ه P6,( هUا *  C9593 *=:+ى 3DQ( أ1k؟ : ! رة

http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/


اهb#، آ]=:+ى 3DQ( 3,+ن *],Z آ:U< I9"1 *=:+ى 3DQ( أa3 ،1k ا56 *4 ت اU2* ;f g6د>5A : H%0 Z+ى
ش}Dت >Z9[:b* )B4 3 6]+ض+ع أA+ اC6 K6 ا6%( دا"1 هUا اIq6ع *  >:Igج *B  ا^ و ه+ي *=:zP اIg:6ج ا%6( 

  . تIgج#
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Sarah: In Syria, higher education in general, is it mostly public or mostly private? 
 
Najwa: Now, most of the education here is public.  
 
Sarah: You mean most of the students attend public universities? 
 
Najwa: Yes,  
 
Sarah: Okay, so public education is for free? Or do you actually have to pay? 
 
Najwa: No, you can consider the public education totally free; perhaps the first year you 
pay a very very simple amount of money. I mean, you can barely consider it an amount.  
 
Sarah: How much almost? In Syrian pounds?  
 
Najwa: Five hundred Syrian pounds, almost.  
 
Sarah: Five hundred Syrian pounds only?  
 
Najwa: Yes, not more.  
 
Sarah: It is just a fee, nothing more.  
 
Sarah: That means mostly everybody should go to public universities, in such a case. Or, 
how is the educational level?   
 
Najwa: Now, if we want to compare the educational level between public universities 
and private universities, you can consider that private universities signify the educational 
level more; I mean, it is not like they [public universities] don’t care. For the educational 
level, the educational levels in private universities are higher than public ones.  
 
Sarah: But surely it is much more expensive?  
 
Najwa: Yes, of course, much more expensive. Once you get into a private university, you 
have to consider paying a large amount of money, eventually.  
 
Sarah: Okay, are most people capable of paying to send their kids to private universities? 
--or most of them can’t?  
 



Najwa: No, most of the students in private universities, their parents are capable of 
paying these amounts. I mean, most of their parents, their income levels are high, in order 
to put their kids in private universities.  
 
Sarah: Okay, so there is…. for example, in the USA, for example, getting into a private 
university, most of the time, of course, not all universities... but private universities in 
general are more prestigious than public universities. Some of them, I mean, would 
require the student to have higher marks than public universities [require] in order for 
them to get in. Is it the same case in Syria?  
 
Najwa: Now, concerning marks, most of the students who get in [to private universities] 
it is for the marks. Meaning that the marks required by public universities are much 
higher than private ones. I mean, private universities do have required marks, but I mean 
it is less than what is required in public ones. Public [universities] … sometimes the 
marks they require, it is very difficult [for students] to reach. For example, to get into 
medical school you should only miss four marks out of the total marks that are [required] 
in order to get into medicine in public [universities]; on the other hand, in private 
[universities] you can miss 20 or 25 points and get into medicine.  
 
Sarah: Aha, so acceptance conditions in private universities are …. 
 
Najwa: Easier.  
 
Sarah: Easier than [public] universities. 
 
Najwa: Much easier.  
 
Sarah: Doesn’t that attract a lower level of students?  
 
Najwa: Aha, as for student level, perhaps lower student levels get in, but private 
universities are strict concerning some things. I mean, they are more concerned that if 
students get into a department, they won’t graduate until they deserve their graduation.  
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