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From Saudi Arabia to Syria
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English translation:
Najah: I am a student in Kalamoon University, studying Business Administration in my
fourth year. I am originally from Aleppo; my mom is from Homs, and I am living with
my grandparents because my family lives in Saudi Arabia.
Sarah: Oh! All that?
Najah: Yes, all that.
Sarah: Were you born in Aleppo, or in Homs?
Najah: No, I was born in Saudi, and my parents are still in Saudi. When I decided to
come study here at a Syrian university, I stayed in Homs, because it is close to my
university. I am staying at my grandparents, and I go to the university on a daily basis. I
am in my fourth year right now, and I will graduate soon.
Sarah: How long have your parents been in Saudi?
Najah: They have been there for about 25 years.
Sarah: Aha.
Najah: Mom got married there, and they have been living there. My brothers are still
studying in Saudi schools.
Sarah: Um, what is the reason behind that?
Najah: Dad started a business there a long time ago, and he moved there before getting
married to my mom -- it is his job. He finds it difficult to come here and start a new
business.
Sarah: You mean, he does wish to come back.

Najah: Yes, with a hope that after three to four years, they can come back.
Sarah: Why didn’t you consider studying in Saudi? Why did you think of coming down
to Syria to study?
Najah: Frankly, the weather here is much nicer; life is much better, and I like living with
more freedom. A girl here can have her own freedom … go out and come back, unlike
Saudi.
Sarah: You mean there is a big difference between life here and Saudi.
Najah: Of course, life in Saudi Arabia is much more closed. Their universities are more
like schools, meaning you can’t go out on your own; you would have to have somebody
with you to take you around. Here, life is different.
Sarah: Okay, when you came here to Syria, since you have been living all your life in
Saudi Arabia, have you felt things changing? Things you liked? Things you didn’t like?
Najah: Of course, here you face life more; there are more things. Of course, the nature of
life is different between here and there. But since I used to come every summer, and we
would spend every year, and I would come to Syria for three months in the summer,
I am not that far from the atmosphere here. We got used to it; we already lived it.
Sarah: Okay, now you have been in university. You said you’re graduating and this is
your last year, so you have been here for four years. Do you feel happy about the
country? Would you like to stay here -- perhaps live in Homs, or Aleppo?
Najah: No, I am engaged, and my fiancé is from Damascus, so I will probably live in
Damascus.
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