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Religious Persecution

English translation:
- We are Muslims. 
- Alhamdulillah.

- We were living in Russia. Those Russians, umm… as we know, were against Islam. 
- They were against it. 

- How come we survived there for fifteen years as Muslims? 

- We.

- Despite their bad treatments, and difficulties.

- We could not do it in public. Everyone was in their home, and we were doing our religious rituals day and night. We were praying to God. We were never letting anyone know what we were doing. We were not showing it off. We were praying our prayers, we were doing our readings
 secretly. 
- Why secretly? 

- They were not allowing us. They were arresting us. They were not letting us. They were saying, “do not do this; this is not good; Islam is bad”. 

- In what sense were they thinking Islam is bad?
- Umm… It’s just bad. It’s inexorable. Muslims are bad. They were not letting us [practice]. When I was doing my reading, I was reading the book secretly. I swear it is true; I was hiding my book, and doing my readings secretly. We were taking our books to bushes and hiding them there. If they were to have caught us, they would have arrested us.
- Were they arresting you? 

- Yes. 

- Has there been such an event? 

- Yes, of course. Umm .… In Uzbekistan, in our village, they imprisoned our mullah for three months. 
- Such a thing happened in Uzbekistan? 

- In Uzbekistan, yes! Those Russians had such laws to prohibit us from doing anything.

- Could you tell why they imprisoned the mullah? 

- “Why are you being a mullah, why are you having people pray, why are you preaching and doing these [things]?” Because of these reasons, they imprisoned our mullah. Then we all came together and asked for our mullah’s freedom.  [We] told them that this man has done nothing wrong -- he did not kill anyone, he has done no harm to anyone. Indeed, he was leading the Friday ritual prayer. 
- So for Muslims.…
- For Muslims, Friday is our biggest feast. Just like those Russians’ feast is on Sunday, ours is on Friday. Therefore on a Friday they saw him leading the Friday ritual; they came and imprisoned our mullah in Uzbekistan. This is how I know it. 

- Where? In the mosque? 

- No! In our house. At the house. Who was providing us a mosque?
- Weren’t they providing you mosques? 

- No. 
- Even though Uzbekistan is a Muslim country, Russians were still not providing you mosques? 

- Yes they were not letting us. They were against it. There was only one mosque in the city of Samarkand.
 But who can afford to go there everyday? You cannot go there. It is far away. They were praying in houses, secretly. 

- So in Samarkand they did not say anything because it is a big city? 

- Yes, they did not have a say in the big city. Umm … In our village, umm … in our…regions, people were praying in their houses. Even then, they were, like, why are you praying? Do not pray.
- Those Russians were saying this? 

- Those Russians, yes. Those Russians were so cruel to us. 
- Wasn’t the government doing anything about this? 

- The government depended on the Russians. For example, when we were having our weddings, we were doing them secretly. For example, when we were reading the Qur’an, we wouldn’t let anyone know.  We were fasting; we were praying, all in the house -- we were doing all these at home. Outside the house, doing this out loud, no no! Never. 

- Hasn’t there ever been such a thing? 

- No. They weren’t letting us. But then, once the fall happened, and the government was not in service anymore, then people started to read and go to the mosque. And then,…
- And then?

- And then our religion was praised. Thanks to Gorbachev
 -- if he were not to have done this we would have been stuck there. They were not providing us with anything. 

- Even to kids. 

- Even to kids, yes. I was going to school. They were interrogating me: “you are reading in Muslim.”
 I was saying no I don’t! 

- So you were scared to tell. 

- We were scared. As I said, they were imprisoning [people]. If it was necessary, they would have imprisoned my grandmother.  My grandmother was having us read secretly. We were scared. 

- Oh, so they could have imprisoned her. 

- They could have imprisoned her. 

- So they were really against Islam. 

- They were against it so badly! As I said, it was to a degree that you could not even hide your book in the house. 

- Were they coming in the houses and searching? 

- They were searching, yes! They came to our house, and searched. But we hid it in the…. 

- Who was coming and searching? 

- People from the government. How could you know who? 

- What is it? Islam…. 

- “Why are you Muslims?” People from the party, people from the government: “this is how it is, this is how it is in our party: you are not going to read, you are not going to read.” You see, with things like this…. 

- This is how you grew up, huh?

- These things all happened to us; we grew up like this; we worked at tough jobs. 
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� Alhamdulillah is an Arabic phrase meaning “praise to God.” 


� Through out the interview, reading suras from Qur’an is referred to as doing reading, and the book that is mentioned repeatedly is the holy Qur’an. 


� Samarkand is the second-largest city in � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uzbekistan" \o "Uzbekistan" �Uzbekistan� and the capital of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samarqand_Province" \o "Samarqand Province" �Samarqand Province�.


� Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev was the last � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Secretary_of_the_Communist_Party_of_the_Soviet_Union" \o "General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union" �General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union�, serving from 1985 until 1991, and also the last head of state of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, serving from 1988 until its collapse in 1991.


� By reading in Muslim, she either means reading in Arabic or just simply reading the Qur’an.





