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Community Efforts to Maintain Tradition 

 

English translation: 

 

Our customs and traditions… umm.… Until now, I mean, since the year ‘44 we have not 

been living in our own country. This is obvious… to everyone… umm…. Since the year 

1944
th

,
1
 since we have been exiled from our Abkhaz land, we have been living where… 

in Uzbekstan; in the Middle East such as Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan; and then Russia; and 

now in United States… umm…. For almost more than 60 years we have not been living 

in our country, our land... umm …. We have lived with every kind of nation; however, 

we have adapted to every kind of society. We have respected the customs and traditions 

of every nation. Nonetheless, we have not abandoned our own customs and traditions up 

until now. I hope, hopefully, that such abandonment will not take place in the future 

either -- I mean, that we keep our customs and traditions to, I mean… by keeping our 

customs and traditions… umm …. A second ago I had explained that our kid’s school is 

located on the second floor of the cultural center. There, I mean … for us not to forget 

these customs and traditions, and to teach our kids these customs and traditions, I mean, 

these are the activities in the cultural center.  

 

In the name of Islam, for instance, kids are being both read and taught the Quran.… 

Umm… they are being taught how they should lead their lives as guided by Islam -- 

education and manners, honoring the elderly, respecting younger …. These traditions, I 

mean, are taught in that cultural center. In addition, our customs and traditions are 

sometimes being exercised and showed to our kids, for them to not forget our customs 

and traditions after us. I mean, these activities are being pursued. Hopefully … it is our 

hope that they will not be forgotten. Maybe, maybe a part of it has diminished, but they 

will never be forgotten completely; my faith in that is absolute. 
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 Colloquially, they refer to actual years with an enumeration suffix. 
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